Finch & C°

A ANE COLLECTION OF SIX OTTOMAN SHERBERT SPOONS

AFINE COLLECTION OF SIXOTTOMAN SHERBERT SPOONS
ACORAL AND BLACK ENAVELLED METAL STEMWITH ATURNED COCONUT BOWL
B IMORY, CUT STEEL AND CORAL STEMWTH ACARVED EBONY BOWL
C WALRUS IVORY, CORAL AND BLACK ENAVELLED METAL STEMWITH ACARVED WALRUS IVORY BOWL
D FACETED AGATES, CORAL, IVORY AND AVBER STEMWITH ACARVED ELEPHANT IMORY BOWL
E WHALEBONE, SILVER AND CORAL HANDLE WITH ACARVED TORTOISESHELL BOWL
F HORN, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, CORAL AND BRASS STUDDED STEMWITH ACARVED HORN BOWL
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURIES
SIZE : 26 CMLONG—10%4INS LONG ( LARGEST ) —21 CMLONG— 8% INS LONG ( SMALLEST)
C-SOLD

LITERATURE

LARGE SETS OF THESE BEAUTIFUL SPOONS WERE PRODUCED FOR THE USE OF THE GRAND MVIZIERS AT THEIR
MEETINGS IN THE DIVAN ( THE KUBBE ALTI ) IN THE TOPKAPI PALACE IN ISTANBUL. THE LADIES OF THE PALACE HAREM
WOULD ALSO USE SUCH SPOONS FOR COMPOTES OF DRIED FRUIT KNOWN AS 'HO?AF.

THE USE OF FORKS FOR EATING AT TABLE WAS AWESTERN EUROPEAN PRACTICE DEVELOPED IN THE RENAISSANCE
AND ALTHOUGH KNIVES WERE USED IN THE EAST FOR CUTTING UP MEAT, SPOONS SUCH AS THESE WOULD BE USED TO
HELP ONESELF FROMA COMMUNAL DISH OF SOUP OR STEW. THE NEARER SIDE OF THE SPOON BEING USED FOR
EATING OR SIPPING AND THE FAR SIDE FOR HELPING ONESELF.

HOWEMER, THE USE OF SPOONS AT TABLE WAS FROWNED UPON BY STRICT ORTHODOX MUSLIMS WHO HELD THAT THE
PROPHET FOUND HIS RIGHT HAND QUITE ADEQUATE AS ATOOL FOR EATING.



