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A COMPLETE EARLY PREHISTORIC FOSSIL DOLPHIN SKULL

ACOMPLETE EARLY PREHISTORIC FOSSIL DOLPHIN SKULL
150’000 YEARS OLD
SIZE : 48 CMLONG— 19 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE EARLIEST REPRESENTATIONS OF FOSSILS ARE THE ANIMAL PAINTINGS OR CARVINGS FOUND IN THE PALAEOLITHIC
CAVES OF EUROPE THAT DATE BACK TO ATIVE WHEN SOME OF THE CREATURES WE NOW KNOW ONLY AS FOSSILS,
SUCH AS THIS DOLPHIN, WERE STILL ALIVE.

DURING THE PLIOCENE PERIOD ( 5.3 - 1.75 MILLION YEARS AGO ) THE MODERN FORMS OF WHALES AND THE CLOSELY
RELATED DOLPHINS WERE GRADUALLY REPLACING THE MORE PRIMTIVE SPECIES. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE EARLY
FORMS OF THE EOCENE WHALE LIKE CREATURES WHO MOSTLY INHABITED SHALLOW TROPICAL SEAS MAY HAVE
DESCENDED FROMLAND DWELLING MESONYCHIDS THAT TOOK TO FORAGING FOR FOOD IN SHALLOW WATER. WHILE
MESONYCHID SKULLS AND SKELETONS ARE STRIKINGLY SIMLAR TO THOSE OF THE FIRST WHALES RECENT DNA
STUDIES SUGGEST THAT THEY MAY ACTUALLY BE ARTIODACTYLS, EVEN-TOED HOOFED MAVIMALS, MORE CLOSELY
RELATED TO HIPPOPOTAMUSES. THIS AREAIS STILL THE SUBJECT OF GREAT DEBATE.



