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AN UNUSUAL AND AMUSING PARROT MADE OF VENETIAN GLASS BEADS 

ENGLISH, REGENCY PERIOD
GLASS BEADS AND WIRE ON A TURNED WOOD PERCH

CIRCA 1820 
SIZE : 35.5 CM HIGH – 14 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

UNTIL THE 20TH CENTURY VENETIAN GLASSMAKERS DOMINATED THE WORLD MARKET IN BEADS IN VOLUME, QUALITY
AND DIVERSITY. GLASSMAKING IS RECORDED AT VENETIAN MONASTERIES IN 822 A.D, BUT THE FOUNDATION OF THE REAL

GLASS INDUSTRY WAS ESTABLISHED FROM 1200 TO 1400 A.D 
IN 1292 A.D ALL OF THE GLASS FACTORIES WERE RELOCATED FROM VENICE TO THE ISLAND OF MURANO TO PROTECT

THE CITY FROM FIRES AND TO KEEP PRODUCTION AND MANUFACTURING PROCEDURES SECRET. BY THE 1300'S
VENETIAN BEADS WERE BEING TRADED BY GALLEYS TO ENGLAND, FLANDERS AND THE BLACK SEA, AND BY THE 19TH

CENTURY THEY HAD BECOME TRADED ACROSS THE WORLD FOR MANY DIFFERENT COMMODITIES. 
IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM IN LONDON THERE IS AN IMPORTANT COLLECTION OF VENETIAN GLASS BEADS SEWN ONTO

SAMPLE CARDS THAT WERE USED IN THE AFRICA TRADE. THE CARDS ARE ENTITLED 'BEADS TRADED FOR GOLD', 'BEADS
TRADED FOR IVORY', 'BEADS TRADED FOR PALM OIL', AND 'BEADS TRADED IN AFRICA FOR SLAVES'.

 


