
AN ANCIENT ACHAEMENID PERSIAN CYLINDER SEAL
AN ANCIENT ACHAEMENID PERSIAN CYLINDER SEAL

OF GREY – GREEN LIMESTONE DEPICTING A HUNTING SCENE
6TH CENTURY BC 

SIZE : 4.5 CM HIGH, 2.5 CM DIA., 1¾ INS HIGH, 1 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

CYLINDER SEALS ORIGINATED IN MESOPOTAMIA AROUND 3500 BC. THE USE OF THESE ENGRAVED STONE SEALS TO
MAKE OWNERSHIP IMPRESSIONS ON CLAY IS AN INDICATION OF THE EVOLUTION FROM VILLAGE AGRICULTURE TO URBAN

SOCIETY. PRECEDING WRITING THE SEALS DEVELOPED AS A MEANS OF DOCUMENTING BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS,
OFTEN BEING USED TO SEAL STORAGE JARS AND TO AUTHENTICATE LETTERS AND LISTS OF GOODS. 

THE PERSIAN ACHAEMENIDS REVIVED THE USE OF THE CYLINDER SEAL IN THE 6TH AND 5TH CENTURIES BC PROBABLY
FOR REASONS OF PRESTIGE AS THEY WERE THEN ABLE TO LAY CLAIM TO THE INHERITANCE OF THE GREAT EMPIRES OF

MESOPOTAMIA AND BABYLONIA THAT HAD PRECEDED THEM.
CYLINDER SEALS WERE OFTEN USED AT THEIR GREAT CITY OF PERSEPOLIS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES.

ARTISTICALLY CYLINDER SEALS REPRESENT SOME OF THE FIRST AND FINEST ATTEMPTS OF THE HUMAN RACE TOWARDS
SYSTEMATIC REPRESENTATIONAL ART.

 


