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A FINE QUALITY ENGLISH REVERSE PAINTING ON GLASS

INITIALLED 'VW' IN WALNUT CUSHION FRAME 
CIRCA 1840-1880

SIZE : 61 CM X 46 CM

 
LITERATURE

PAINTING ON GLASS WAS DESCRIBED IN THE 18TH CENTURY AS 'BACK PAINTING'. THE MANNER OF PAINTING ON GLASS,
IN THE WORDS OF THE DICTIONARIUM POLYGRAPHICUM 1735 'IS QUITE CONTRARY TO THAT OF LIMNING OR PAINTING ON

CLOTH OR WOOD, FOR IN THIS, THE PAINT BEING ONE SIDE IS PLAINLY VISIBLE ON THE OTHER SIDE'. THE TECHNIQUE
WAS BEGUN IN THE 16TH CENTURY AND THERE ARE SEVERAL ITALIAN EXAMPLES IN THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM

WITH BACKGROUNDS OF SILVER LEAF.
THIS PAINTING IS IN THE STYLE OF A 17TH CENTURY DUTCH STILL LIFE AND IS OF EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY.

 


