Finch & C°

13 A G Risssdan leon decorsted with Christ on the Cross aond an e
ith the instrumenss of the Passior

A FANE RUSSIAN ICON DECORATED WITH CHRIST ON THE CROSS, 18TH CENTURY

AFINE RUSSIAN ICON DECORATED WITH CHRIST ON THE CROSS AND ON THE REVERSE WITH THE INSTRUMENTS OF THE
PASSION
18TH CENTURY
SIZE : 36CMX22.5 CMX3 CM

LITERATURE

THE ICON IS PANTED ON WOOD IN THE SHAPE OF ABYZANTINE CROSS. IT IS DECORATED WITH GOD THE FATHER, THE
ARCHANGELS MCHAEL AND GABRIEL, AND THE HOLY GHOST ABOVE CHRIST CRUCIFIED WITH THE LANCE AND VINEGAR
SPONGE BESIDE HIM, AND SKULL AND CROSSBONES BELOW WTH ARUSSIAN TOWNSCAPE BEHIND. ABOVE AND
AROUND THE CROSS THERE IS OLD RUSSIAN CYRILLLIC LETTERING. THE REVERSE IS PAINTED WITH THE 24 SYMBOLS
OF THE PASSION.

THE ICON IS USED AS AN AID TO DEVOTION AND HAS BEEN VENERATED BY ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS IN THE BYZANTINE
AND EASTERN CHURCH SINCE THE 12TH CENTURY.

THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH TOGETHER WITH THE CHURCHES OF GREEC, ROMANIA, BULGARIAAND SERBIA AS
WELL AS THE ANCIENT CHURCHES IN AFRICASUCH AS THE COPTIC, SYRIAN AND ETHIOPIAN CHURCH DO NOT
RECOGNISE THE AUTHORITY OF THE POPE IN ROME. THEY USE ELABORATE AND ARCHAIC FORMS OF SERVICE AND ALL
OF THEMPRODUCE PAINTED ICONS OF DIFFERENT SORTS, WHICH ARE STILL USED TO INVOKE DIVINE PROTECTION.



