
A FINE VANUATU (NEW HEBRIDES) BALL-HEADED CLUB
A FINE VANUATU ( NEW HEBRIDES ) BALL-HEAADED CLUB 

LATE 18TH - EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
( ONE BALL DEFICIENT ) 

SIZE : 83 CM LONG

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN IN THE 19TH CENTURY AS 'THE FIRE BELCHING ISLANDS' GEOLOGICALLY THE NEW HEBRIDES ARE STILL
ISLANDS CONSISTING OF ASHES AND CORAL, AND SEVERAL VOLCANOES, BOTH TERRESTRIAL AND SUBMARINE ARE

STILL ACTIVE.
IN 1768 THE FRENCHMAN DE BOUGAINVILLE CAME TO THE ISLANDS AND CALLED THEM 'THE GREAT CYCLADES'. IN 1774
CAPTAIN COOK RENAMED THEM ON HIS VISIT 'THE NEW HEBRIDES'. ON MAN VIEWING THEM AS THE GENTLE LUMINOUS

ISLANDS OF THE AEGGEAN, THE OTHER LIKE THE DARK MISTY HEBRIDES ! HOWEVER, BEFORE BOTH OF THESE
VOYAGERS, IN 1606 DE QUIROS LED A SPANISH EXPEDITION TO THE ARCHIPELAGO AND NAMED IT 'AUSTRALIA DEL

ESPIRTU SANTO', AND LATER DESCRIBED THE ISLANDS AS AN EARTHY PARADISE.
IN 1980 THE ISLANDS GAINED INDEPENDENCE AND WERE RENAMED 'VANUATU' BY THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THIS

MEANS 'THE COUNRTY THAT STANDS UP'.
IN THE 'ATLAS' OF CAPTAIN COOK'S 2ND VOYAGE THERE IS ILLUSTRATED A CLUB WHICH IS VERY SIMILAR TO THIS

EXAMPLE AND WHICH WAS COLLECTED IN 1774. THE OLD NATURAL PATINA ON THIS CLUB IS SUPERB.

 


