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A RARE NEW GUINEA LONG BEAK NOSE ANCESTOR MASK, UPPER SEPIKRIVER

ARARE NEW GUINEALONG BEAK NOSE ANCESTOR MASK, UPPER SEPIK RIVER, POSSIBLY FROMBRUGANOW VILLAGE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE : 31 CMHIGH, 19CMDEEP, 12.5 CMWDE
PLEASE CONTACT FOR IMAGES

LITERATURE

THE SEPIK RIVER WAS FIRST EXPLORED IN 1885 BY OTTO FISCH. HE WROTE OF THE REGIONS CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND
BEAUTY OF THE VILLAGES THAT HE SAW ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER OVER WHICH TOWERED THE 'MEN'S HOUSES'.
LATER, IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY COLLECTORS OF PRIMTIVE ART WERE ASTOUNDED AT THE SHEER QUANTITY OF
MARVELOUS OBJECTS TO BE FOUND IN THIS REGION AND THE EXTRAODINARY INVENTIVENESS OF THE FORMS
PRODUCED IN THIS DIFFICULT SWAVPY TERRAIN.

THIS MASK WITH ITS LONG BEAK LIKE NOSE IS REPRESENTATIVE OF AN ANCESTORS SPIRIT AND WOULD HAVE BEEN
FIXED TOAWALL IN THE 'MENS HOUSE'. IN THE SEPIK OBJECTS ARE REGARDED AS POLITICAL INSTRUMENTS
MANIPULATED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY BY THE MALE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THERFORE WHEN OBJECTS WERE
SOLD THEIR TRUE MEANING AND IMPORTANCE WAS OFTEN NEVER DIMULGED TO THE BUYER.



