
AN INDO PORTUGUESE SET OF ROSARY BEADS 17TH/18TH CENTURY
AN UNSUAL AND LARGE INDO PORTUGUESE SET OF ROASARY BEADS WITH A DAMASCUS OLIVEWOOD AND MOTHER-OF-

PEARL ENGRAVED CROSS
LATE 17TH / EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE : 311 CM LONG , LARGEST BEAD 3CM X 2CM

 
LITERATURE

THIS FINE ROASARY WAS MOST PROBABLY USED TO DRESS A LARGE PROCESSIONAL FIGURE OF THE VIRGIN MARY.
AS A FORM OF DEVOTION THE ROSARY IS TRADITIONALLY ASCRIBED TO SAINT DOMINIC ( 1170-1221). EACH OF THE FIVE

DECADES REPRESENTS ONE OF THE EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST OR THE VIRGIN; SORROWFUL, JOYFUL AND
GLORIUS. THE PERSON PRAYING MEDITATES ON THE BEADS WHILST SAYING HAIL MARY TEN TIMES, CONCLUDING WITH A
GLORIA , THEN SAYING AN OUR FATHER ON THE LARGER BEAD TO COMMENCE THE NEXT DECADE. IN THE MIDDLE AGES

THIS AID TO DEVOTION WAS SO WIDELY USED THAT THE MANUFACTURE OF ROSARIES WAS A THRIVING INDUSTRY
ATTRACTING ARTISTIC SKILLS OF THE HIGHEST ORDER. METHODS OF SAYING PATERNOSTERS STILL CONFORMS TO

MODERN PRACTICE.

 


