Finch & C°

AN UNSUAL AND ANELY CARVED IVORY INDIAN CHESS PIECE
AN UNSUAL AND FINELY CARVED IVORY INDIAN CHESS PIECE
18TH CENTURY
SIZE : 6CMHIGH X2.5 CMWIDE X 3.5 CMDEEP

LITERATURE

CHESS IS UNIQUE , NO OTHER GAVE OF SUCH COMPLEXTY HAS ESTABLISHED ITSELF IN SO MANY DIFFERENT
CULTURES AND CIMILIZATIONS.

THOMAS HYDE WAS CHIEF LIBRARIAN OF THE BODELIAN LIBRARY FROM 1665 TO 1701 AND WROTE ABOOK ON THE
HISTORY OF GAVES IN WHICH HE ESTABLISHED BEYOND DOUBT THE FACTS IMPLICIT IN OLDER ARABIC SOURCES THAT
CHESS ORIGINATED IN INDIAAND THEN TRAVELLED BY WAY OF PERSIAAND THE ARAB WORLD TO WESTERN EUROPE.
HOWEVER RIGHT UP TO THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY THE ARCANE ISSUES OF THE ORIGINS OF THE EARLY GAVE
SEEMED TO PROVOKE INTENSE EMOTIONS. WITH AGGRESIVE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST THE PERSIANS OR THE
INDIAN HINDUS AS THE TRUE INVENTORS OF THE CHESS GAMVE.

EVEN TODAY THERE ARE CLAIMS THAT THE HISTORICAL CHESS OF 7TH CENTURY INDIAWAS DIRECTLY DESCENDED
FROMARITUAL OR DIVINATORY GAMVE, WITH AREMVAL OF THE NOTION THAT ALL BOARD GAVES HAVE AMAGICAL OR
RELIGOUS ORIGIN.

HOWEMVER, CHESS MOST PROBABLY ORIGINATED IN NORTHERN INDIAAS AHINDU GAVE IN IMTATION OF WARFARE. IT IS
MUCH MORE PROBABLE THAT IT IS AGAVE OF MLITARY SYVBOLISM NEARLY ALL THE ARABIC LEGENDS ABOUT CHESS
HAVE MLITARY OR POLITICAL MEANINGS. THE GAVE WAS REGARDED AS ATRAINING OR PREPARATION FOR WAR AND
THUS WAS DEFENSIBLE IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD AS IT WAS NOT MERELY RECREATION OR FOR GAVBLING.

THIS KASHMRI FINELY CARVED IVORY CHESS PIECE IS REPRESENTATIVE OF AQUEEN RIDING IN HER CHARIOT.



