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MEZACALA / GUERRO STONE FIGURE 

LATE PRE-CLASSIC CIRCA 300-100 BC GREY CALCITE WITH TRACES OF RED PIGMENT IN RECESSED AREAS
22 CM HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THIS ANCIENT MEXICAN STONE FIGURE IS CARVED IN RELIEF WITH ATTENUATED ARMS CUT DEEPLY AWAY WITH
SQUARED SHOULDERS, HIS HANDS SHOWING HIS LONG FINGERS FOLDED AT THE HIP, SHORT LEGS AND STYLIZED FEET,

WITH A RAISED TRIANGULAR NOSE AND DRILLED EYES. HE IS OF AN UNUSUAL VARIANT MOST PROBABLY ORIGINATING
FROM THE GUERRERO, CENTRAL HIGHLAND REGION RATHER THAN THAT OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS WHERE THE

'CHONTAL' STYLE OF MEZCALA FIGURE IS FOUND. 
THIS SUPERB FIGURE COMES FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE 20TH CENTURY POST WAR ARTIST, JOSEF HERMAN WHO
WAS ALWAYS INTERESTED IN FINDING PIECES FOR THEIR 'MONUMENTALITY ON A SMALL SCALE'. HE MARVELLED AT THE
FORMS AND ABSTRACTION IN TRIBAL ART AND MUST SURELY HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED BY THE PURE PRIMITIVISM OF THE

FORM AND SUBJECT OF THIS PIECE.

 


