Finch & C°

AMAORI CHIEFS STAFF'TAIAHA'

AMAORI CHIEFS STAFF TAIAHA NEW ZEALAND
WOOD AND HALIOTIS SHELL, FINE EVEN HONEY BROWN PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
(STAFF ON LEFT SOLD)
B - (RIGHT) 146 CMHIGH

LITERATURE

ALL HIGHLY BORN MAORI MALES CARRIED THESE STAFFS AS INSIGNIAS OF RANK. THEY WERE USED TO EMPHASISE
POINTS OF ORATORY, FOR HAND TO HAND COMBAT AND IN CEREMONIAL DISPLAYS. IT COULD BE USED AS APARRYING
AND SPARRING WEAPON AND THE MOVEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR USE WAS A CODIFIED SYSTEMOF BLOWS AND
MANOEUVRES AND AN ART THAT WAS CAREFULLY TAUGHT.

IMPORTANT STAFFS WERE GIVEN MAGICAL POWERS AND WERE USED FOR DIMNATION PURPOSES. HAMLTON OBSERVED
IN 1896 THEIR USE IN DETERMINING THE RESULT OF AFUTURE BATTLE THE USUAL METHOD ADOPTED WAS TO LAY THE
TAIAHAUPON THE GROUND BEFORE THE WAR PARTY WHILE THE TOHUNGA (PRIEST) PERFORMED THE USUAL KARAKIAS

(INCANTATIONS). THEN IF THE GODS WERE PROPITIOUS, THE TAAHAWOULD TURN ITSELF SLOWLY BEFORE THE EYES

OF THE ASSEMBLED TRIBE, TO THE UTTER CONFUSION OF THE ENEMY".
THIS EXAVPLE HAS AFINELY DETAILED CARVING OF AJANUS HEAD.



