
AN ENGLISH MEDIEVAL LIMESTONE CARVING OF SIX HEADS
AN ENGLISH MEDIEVAL LIMESTONE CARVING OF SIX HEADS , PROBABLY DEPICTING THE EARLIER KINGS OF ENGLAND .

FROM A TOMB – CHEST OR A MONUMENTAL CANOPY 
13 TH – 14 TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 7.5 CM HIGH , 11 CM WIDE , 7 CM DEEP – 3 INS HIGH , 4¼ INS WIDE , 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

TOMB CHESTS WHEN FIRST MADE PRESENTED A TOTALLY DIFFERENT SPECTACLE FROM THE RESTRAINED EFFECT
CONVEYED TODAY . THE ZEAL OF RELIGIOUS ICONOCLASTS AND THE CARELESSNESS OF CHURCH USERS OVER THE

CENTURIES HAVE RESULTED INCOMPLETE SETS OF FIGURES ON MANY TOMB CHESTS AND DENUDED OTHERS
ALTOGETHER OF THEIR WEEPERS , ANGELS , SAINTS AND FIGURES . 

THE BASIC MOTIF EMPLOYED ON TOMB CHESTS FROM THEIR BEGINNINGS WAS THE QUATREFOIL WHICH LIKE ARCADING
SOON RECEIVED ADDITIONAL DECORATIVE FEATURES , THE EARLIEST BEING HEADS AND FIGURES . (SEE ; THE EARLY 13

TH CENTURY MONUMENTS IN CANTERBURY AND ROCHESTER CATHEDRALS , AND ALSO THAT OF BISHOP GODFREY
GIFFARD ( DIED 1302 ) IN WORCESTER CATHEDRAL .)

IN ADDITION TO TOMB CHESTS 13 TH CENTURY MONUMENTAL CANOPIES ALSO INCLUDED WITHIN THEIR RICHLY CARVED
DECORATION ANIMALS AND HUMAN HEADS AND SOMETIMES THEY WERE CARVED WITH SCENES FROM THE DECEASED'S

LIFE IN THE SPANDRELS OVER THE MAIN ARCHES . (SEE ; THE MONUMENT TO BISHOP GILES BRIDPORT ( DIED 1262 )
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL .)

 


