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CIRCA 1796 
SIZE : 51 CM LONG – 20 INS LONG

THE PENOBSCOT AND PASSAMAGUODDY LIVED IN MAINE AND DUE TO FRENCH AND BRITISH COLONIAL RIVALRY THE
FULL IMPACT OF EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT IN THEIR TERRITORY HAD BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL THE 1760’S . THEY HAD ,

HOWEVER BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO FIRE ARMS AS EARLY AS THE 1670’S BUT THEY RESISTED INVOLVEMENT WITH EITHER
SIDE IN THEIR CONFLICTS , WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH PUT A HIGH PRICE ON ANY

PENOBSCOT’S SCALP . 
AS A RESULT OF THEIR RELATIVE INDEPENDENCE THESE TRIBES HAD BEEN ABLE TO ADJUST THEIR WAY OF LIFE TO
MORE GRADUALLY CHANGING CONDITIONS WITHOUT LOSING CULTURAL IDENTITY . SEVERAL OF THESE CULTURAL

ADJUSTMENTS ARE REFLECTED IN THEIR ART OF THE LATE 18 TH CENTURY AND 19 TH CENTURIES . 
UNTIL THE 1850’S THESE NORTH EASTERN INDIANS COMMONLY WORE DARK BLUE AND RED CLOTH GARMENTS WHICH

WERE NOTICEABLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE WHITE PEOPLE . MOST PROMINENT WERE THE MILITARY STYLE
COATS OF THE MEN AND THE PEAKED HOODS OF THE WOMEN . FESTIVE VERSIONS OF THESE GARMENTS WERE

DECORATED WITH FINE RIBBON APPLIQUÉ AND CURVILINEAR DESIGNS OF WHITE BEADS . SIMILAR DESIGNS WERE
CARVED AND PAINTED ON CANOE PADDLES AND ENGRAVED ON POWDER HORNS SUCH AS THIS .
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