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LITERATURE

KAVA IS A RITUAL DRINK MADE FROM AN INFUSION OF GRATED, CHEWED OR POUNDED DRIED ROOTS OF ‘PIPER
METHYSTICUM’, A SPECIES OF PEPPER PLANT. IT IS A PREPARATION DRUNK ON MANY PACIFIC ISLANDS AND THE
DRINKING OF YAQONA, AS IT IS CALLED ON FIJI, CONTINUES TO BE ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CEREMONIES

PERFORMED IN FIJIAN SOCIETY.

     THE BLOOM ON THIS KAVA BOWL WAS ACHIEVED BY ALLOWING THE YAQONA TO STAND IN THE BOWL AND COAT THE
SURFACE. THE RESULTING LAYER OR ‘KANI’ COULD THEN BE SCRAPED OFF AND REUSED TO MAKE A MORE POWERFUL

VERSION OF THE DRINK.

     THE WOODEN BOWLS ARE CALLED ‘TANOA’ AND THE OLDER ONES, SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE, ARE THIN WALLED WITH A



SHALLOW BOWL AND A CARVED LIP THAT FLARES OUTWARD IN A GRACEFUL CURVE.
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