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LITERATURE

POWERFUL CARVED ELONGATED FACE WITH A TENDER PROMINENT OPEN MOUTH REVEALING ‘FILED’ TEETH. RAISED
‘SCARIFICATION MARKS ON EACH CHEEK, ENHANCING THE SENSITIVELY CARVED LONG NOSE, DOWNCAST PIERCED

EYES BELOW ARCHING EYEBROWS ‘PAINTED’ IN BLACK. ALL BENEATH AN ELABORATE RIDGED COIFFURE DIVIDED INTO
THREE LARGE LOBES PAINTED IN BLACK. THE WHOLE MASK HAS A VERY FINE REDDISH PATINA. 

     BAULE SCULPTURE IS ONE OF WEST AFRICA’S MOST SIGNIFICANT ART TRADITIONS. TO WESTERN EYES THE ESSENCE
OF BAULE STYLE IS A BALANCED ASYMMETRY THAT EXCITES WHILE ALSO SUGGESTING STABILITY AND CALM. KNOWN FOR
THEIR STYLISATION, DETAIL AND REMARKABLY REFINED FEATURES, THESE FINELY CARVED FACE MASKS ARE OF A TYPE
THAT APPEARS IN VILLAGE MASQUERADES FOR RECREATIONAL ENTERTAINMENT CALLED ‘MBLO’. THESE DANCES AND
SCRIPTED PERFORMANCES ARE THE CULTURAL EQUIVALENT TO WESTERN ‘OPERA’ OR ‘FILM NOIRE’. EVERYONE CAN

SEE THEM AND ENJOY THE COMMUNAL EVENT. BETWEEN PERFORMANCES THE MASKS WERE KEPT OUT OF SIGHT
CAREFULLY WRAPPED IN BARK CLOTH AND HUNG FROM THE THATCH OF THEIR DANCERS, SLEEPING ROOMS.

     MANY OF THESE MASKS WERE BROUGHT TO EUROPE IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY WHERE THEY WERE OFTEN
BOUGHT AND COLLECTED BY ARTISTS UPON WHOSE WORK THEY HAD GREAT INFLUENCE. FOR EXAMPLE MODIGLIANI

WAS DIRECTLY INFLUENCED, AND PICASSO HAD A BAULE / YAURE MASK IN HIS STUDIO AT VILLA LA CALIFORNIE, NOW IN
THE MUSÉE PICASSO IN PARIS.
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