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AN EXCEPTIONAL COLLECTION OF ‘SIXTY MEDALLIONS’ CONTAINED IN THEIR LEATHER BOUND ‘BOOK’ VOLUMES

EACH MEDAL DETAILING SCENES TAKEN FROM ‘OLD MASTER’ PAINTINGS DEPICTING SCENES FROM THE BEGINNING OF
‘GENESIS’ TO THE ‘ASCENSION OF CHRIST’.

EACH MEDAL VIRTUALLY ‘AS STRUCK’ IN EXCEPTIONAL ‘MINT’ CONDITION

WHITE METAL, LEATHER, GILT, VELVET, SILK, PAPER

ENGLAND

CIRCA 1830

SIZE: MEDALS: 7.5CM DIA - 3 INS DIA. / CASE: 35.5CM HIGH, 27CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 14 INS HIGH, 10⅔ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS
DEEP
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LITERATURE

NOTE:

INSIDE, EACH COVER BEARS A CIRCULAR CARD READING: ‘STRUCK AT THE WORKS OF G. R. COLLINS & CO.
SUCCESSORS TO SIR E. THOMASON, CHURCH ST. BIRMM ’ (BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND) WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO

HANDLE THE MEDALS: ‘IT IS PARTICULARLY REQUESTED THAT PERSONS INSPECTING THE MEDALS WILL NOT TOUCH OR
RUB THE SURFACE, A RIBBON BEING PLACED UNDERNEATH TO TURN THEM OVER, THE EDGES ALONE MAY BE HANDLED

TO TAKE THEM FROM THEIR PLACES’.  

THE FACT THAT THE MEDALS HAVE SURVIVED INTACT AND ARE IN OUTSTANDING ORIGINAL CONDITION, WOULD INDICATE
THE ‘RULES’ OF HANDLING WERE FOLLOWED TO THE ‘LETTER’. IT IS VERY RARE TO FIND A COMPLETE SET, IN THEIR

ORIGINAL VOLUMES AND INTACT.

TOGETHER WITH A LIST: ‘EMBODIED FROM PICTURES OF THE FOLLOWING MASTERS: VOL 1 TO VOL 5 (LISTING EACH
ARTIST AND THEIR PLACE OF BIRTH)

THIS EXTRAORDINARY SET OF STRUCK MEDALS KNOWN AS THE ‘THOMASON MEDALLIC BIBLE’ OF 1830 CAPTURES THE
‘ESSENCE’ OF THE ENTIRE HOLY BIBLE IN ‘MEDALLIC ART’. THE OBVERSE DESIGNS WERE INSPIRED BY THE WORKS OF
RENAISSANCE ARTISTS AND EXECUTED BY SEVERAL DIFFERENT ENGRAVERS. THE REVERSE CONTAINS A DENSE ‘TEXT’

QUOTATION OR EXPLANATION DESCRIBING THE ‘TOPIC’ OF EACH MEDAL.

     PRODUCED IN BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND BY SIR EDWARD THOMASON, WHO FELT DIVINELY INSPIRED TO ‘PROMOTE THE
GLORY OF GOD BY IMPRESSING THE WORD OF GOD UPON GOLD, SILVER AND OTHER INDESTRUCTIBLE METALS’. IN

THOMASON’S MEMOIRS, ‘DURING HALF A CENTURY’, HE WROTE:

‘IT APPEARED TO ME, IN 1827, THAT I MIGHT, THROUGH GOD’S ASSISTANCE, BECOME A HUMBLE INSTRUMENT TO EFFECT



A UNIQUE AND NOVEL MEDALLIC WORK TO FURTHER AND PROMOTE THE GLORY OF GOD, BY IMPRESSING THE WORD OF
GOD UPON GOLD, SILVER AND OTHER INDESTRUCTIBLE METALS, WITH EMBLEMATICAL AND SYMBOLICAL DESIGNS, AND

WITH A SHORT CONDENSED EXPLANATION ON THE REVERSES OF THE MEDALS, AND THEREBY BE THE FIRST AUTHOR OF
A ‘MEDALLIC BIBLE’.

    I FIRST APPLIED MYSELF IN READING OVER THE SACRED VOLUME OF THE BIBLE, THE AUTHORITY OF WHICH IS
RECEIVED BY INSPIRATION FROM GOD, AND UNIVERSALLY ADMITTED. I FOUND, AFTER TAKING DOWN COPIOUS NOTES

THAT I SHOULD BE UNABLE BY THE MOST CONDENSED ARRANGEMENTS TO PRODUCE A TOLERABLY CONTINUOUS, OR
EVEN CONTRACTED, DEVELOPMENT UNDER A LESS NUMBER THAN SIXTY OF THE LARGEST SIZE MEDALS….. THE

OBVERSES OF WHICH TO CONTAIN THE HISTORICAL DEVICES, AND THE REVERSES FILLED WITH LETTERED
EXPLANATION: AND IT WAS ALSO ESSENTIAL FOR MY PURPOSE THAT THE HISTORICAL PIECES SHOULD BE OBTAINED

FROM THE PICTURES OF THE ANCIENT MASTERS.

I DID NOT DESPAIR IN ACCOMPLISHING THIS APPARENT DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING COPIES FOR MY ARTISTS TO WORK
FROM, BECAUSE I HELD AT THIS PERIOD THE APPOINTMENT OF EIGHT CONSULSHIPS, FROM FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS,

WHICH GAVE ME FACILITY TO PROCURE COPIES OF SUCH PICTURES FROM THE CONTINENT WHICH I MIGHT NOT
CONVENIENTLY FIND IN ENGLAND’.

     I HAD BEEN ENGAGED FOR YEARS UPON THE IMPORTANT SERIES OF BIBLE MEDALS….. AT THIS PERIOD (APRIL 1830)
MY ARTISTS WERE UPON THE FINISH OF THE DIES….. I TOOK IMPRESSIONS IN WAX FROM ABOUT TEN OF THEM, WITH A

DETERMINATION OF PROCEEDING TO WINDSOR TO SHOW HIS MAJESTY GEORGE IV WHAT I HAD BEEN FOR SOME YEARS
PERFECTING. HIS MAJESTY WAS DELIGHTED…. AND SAID, ‘THIS IS A WORK THAT SHALL NOT BE HID UNDER A BUSHEL’.’

 
PROVENANCE

LORD DE SAUMAREZ, SCRUBLAND PARK, SUFFOLK

(INSIDE EACH VOLUME IS A ‘CROWNED INITIAL M’ FOR THE ORIGINAL OWNER SIR WILLIAM FOWLE MIDDLETON, 2ND BT. OF
CORNFIELD AND SHRUBLAND)

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

 


