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WEARING THE ‘IMPERIAL OAK WREATH’ THE DECORATIVE BORDER OF HIS ‘TUNIC’ CAN STILL BE CLEARLY SEEN ON THE
LEFT HAND SIDE
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EARLY 4TH CENTURY AD

SIZE: 38CM HIGH, 24.5CM WIDE, 25CM DEEP - 15CM HIGH, 9¾ INS WIDE, 10 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

IN AD 306, CONSTANTINE WAS HAILED EMPEROR IN THE ROMAN CITY OF YORK; HE WAS THE FIRST EMPEROR TO
CONVERT TO CHRISTIANITY. BORN IN NAISSUS, THE SON OF FLAVIUS CONSTANTIUS, AND HELENA, A WOMAN OF LOW

BIRTH AND A CHRISTIAN. FOLLOWING HIS CAMPAIGNS IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES, CONSTANTINE WAS RECALLED IN
305 AD TO FIGHT ALONGSIDE HIS FATHER IN THE PROVINCE OF BRITANNIA. AFTER HIS FATHER’S DEATH IN 306 AD,

CONSTANTINE WAS ACCLAIMED AS ‘IMPERATOR’ BY HIS ARMY AT EBORACUM (YORK) EVENTUALLY BEING DECLARED
VICTORIOUS AFTER THE CIVIL WARS AGAINST EMPERORS, MAXENTIUS AND LICINIUS TO BECOME SOLE RULER OF THE

ROMAN EMPIRE IN 324 AD.

     CONSTANTINE’S CHRISTIAN BELIEF CANNOT BE UNDERESTIMATED, ESTABLISHING THE FOUNDATIONS OF ‘WESTERN
CHRISTENDOM’. IN 313 AD HE WAS INFLUENTIAL IN THE PROCLAMATION OF THE ‘EDICT OF MILAN, DECLARING

TOLERANCE OF CHRISTIANITY WITHIN THE ROMAN EMPIRE. THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE, THE PURPORTED
SITE OF JESUS’S TOMB IN JERUSALEM, WAS BUILT ON HIS ORDERS, CONSIDERED THE HOLIEST PLACE IN ALL OF

‘CHRISTENDOM’.

     THE ‘AGE’ OF CONSTANTINE MARKED A DISTINCT EPOCH IN THE HISTORY OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE MARKING A PIVOTAL
MOMENT OF TRANSITION FROM ‘CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY’ TO THE ‘MIDDLE AGES’. BUILDING A NEW RESIDENCE IN THE CITY

OF BYZANTIUM, RENAMING IT NEW ROME, WHICH LATER BECOME KNOWN AS CONSTANTINOPLE, IT SUBSEQUENTLY
BECOME THE CAPITAL OF THE ‘EMPIRE’ FOR THE NEXT ONE THOUSAND YEARS, THE EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE ALSO

KNOWN AS THE ‘BYZANTINE EMPIRE’. EVENTUALLY KNOWN AS MODERN DAY ISTANBUL.
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NOTE:

FOR A VERY SIMILAR OVER LIFE-SIZE PORTRAIT HEAD OF CONSTANTINE I (THE GREAT) WEARING AN IDENTICAL WREATH
DATING FROM THE EARLY 4TH CENTURY AD SEE: YORKSHIRE MUSEUM, YORK, INV. NO. ‘YORYM’ 1998.23. FOUND IN

‘EBORACUM’ (YORK) IN 1823

 


