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LITERATURE

FRANCESCO CELEBRANO WAS AN ITALIAN ARTIST, SCULPTOR AND PAINTER. HE WAS WELL KNOWN FOR PRODUCING
NEAPOLITAN ‘PRESEPIO’ CRECHE FIGURES. A NUMBER OF HIS ‘PRESEPIO’ FIGURES ARE HOUSED IN MUSEUMS,
INCLUDING NAPLES, BAVARIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM IN MUNICH AND THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM, NEW YORK.

CELEBRANO TRAINED AS A PAINTER AND FROM THE 1760S WORKED AS A SCULPTOR, PAINTER AND DESIGNER IN
NAPLES. HE PAINTED A NUMBER OF ALTARPIECES, WAS COMMISSIONED FOR THE SCULPTURE OF THE CHAPEL OF SAN
SEVERO IN STA MARIA DELLA PIETÀ AND DESIGNED THE MARITIME CHARIOT FOR DEL D'OFRI, WHICH BROUGHT HIM TO

THE ATTENTION OF FERDINAND IV (1751 - 1825). HE WAS APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF THE ROYAL PORCELAIN FACTORY OF
NAPLES AT CAPODIMONTE IN 1770 AND REMAINED AS ITS HEAD UNTIL 1781. DURING THIS TIME, MANY MODELS OF

FIGURES WERE CREATED AT THE FACTORY, WHICH MAY HAVE REFLECTED CELEBRANO’S INTEREST IN AND MODELLING
OF FIGURES FOR THE NEAPOLITAN ‘PRESEPIO’ FIGURES.
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