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LITERATURE

AMBER IS THE PETRIFIED PLANT SAP OF PREHISTORIC PINE TREES. THESE FOSSIL RESINS WERE KNOWN IN GERMANY
AS ‘BERNSTEIN’ OR BURNING STONES DUE TO THEIR FLAMMABILITY.

     AMBER IS FOUND ON ALL CONTINENTS EXCEPT ANTARCTICA AND THERE ARE NEARLY 100 KNOWN DEPOSITS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THE LARGEST DEPOSITS OF AMBER, AND THE ONES EXPLOITED THE LONGEST, COME FROM

THE SHORES OF THE BALTIC. AMBER ALSO WASHES UP ON THE SHORES OF EASTERN ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND



ESPECIALLY AFTER STORMS, AND HAS BEEN FOR AT LEAST TEN MILLENNIA.

     THE OLDEST AMBER ARTEFACTS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN ENGLAND: ROUGH BEADS FROM GOUGH’S CAVE IN CHEDDAR,
SOMERSET, THAT DATE FROM 11,000 TO 9,000 BC.
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