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LITERATURE

MAHARAO RAM SINGH II OF KOTA 1827 - 66 IS DEPICTED HUNTING TIGERS, IN THE COMPANY OF A YOUNG MAN WHO MUST
PRESUMABLY BE HIS SON MAHARAJKUMAR BHIM SINGH, THE FUTURE MAHARAO SHATRU SAL II, 1886 - 89. THE TWO ARE IN

AN ‘ODI’ SHOOTING-BOX, ALONG WITH THREE OTHER MEN WHO ARE PREPARING THEIR GUNS FOR THEM. FIVE
MAGNIFICENT TIGERS STRIDE OR RUN THROUGH THE UNDERGROWTH. THESE ARE FULLY DRAWN AND PAINTED, WHILE

THE OTHER FIGURES AND THE LANDSCAPE ARE SKETCHED IN BRIEFLY. AS ALWAYS WITH KOTA DRAWINGS, ONE
ADMIRES THE SPLENDID SURE LINE WHICH THE TIGERS AND THE MAIN TREES ARE SKETCHED IN, EVEN THOUGH THIS IS

A WORKING DRAWING AND ‘PENTIMENTO’ IS VISIBLE.



     THE PRESENCE OF RAJKUMAR BHIM SINGH, WHO LOOKS AS HE DOES IN A DRAWING PUBLISHED BY BAUTZE, FIG. 2,
ALLOWS A DATING OF THE PAINTING IN THE LAST DECADE OF RAM SINGH’S LIFE. BHIM SINGH WAS BORN 1839 - 40, AND

HIS SMALL MOUSTACHE AND GROWING SIDEBURNS INDICATE AN AGE OF AT LEAST SIXTEEN.

     FINISHED PAINTINGS OF RAM SINGH HUNTING TIGER ARE RARE, ALTHOUGH OTHER DRAWINGS DO EXIST: CHRISTIE’S,
LONDON, 12 JUNE 2018, LOT 69, AND PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART (CAMERON, PL. 20). A DRAWING OF CHATTAR SAL

SHOOTING TIGER IS IN THE MITTAL MUSEUM IN HYDERABAD (TOPSFIELD, NO. 115). 
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