Finch & C°

RARE RUSSIAN TULA STEEL TOAST RACK
ARARE RUSSIAN TULASTEEL TOAST RACK OF AN ELEGANT OVAL FORM

DIMDED INTO SIXDIMSIONS, THE STEEL IS BOTH TURNED, FACETED AND ENGRAVED

STEEL

RUSSIA

LATE 18TH CENTURY/EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 16.5CMHIGH, 22.5CMWIDE, 12CMDEEP - 672 INS HIGH, 84 INS WIDE, 4% INS DEEP

ARARE RUSSIAN TULASTEEL TOAST RACK OF AN ELEGANT OVAL FORM

DIVIDED INTO SIXDMSIONS, THE STEEL IS BOTH TURNED, FACETED AND ENGRAVED

STEEL

RUSSIA

LATE 18TH CENTURY/EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 16.5CMHIGH, 22.5CMWIDE, 12CMDEEP - 6'2INS HIGH, 8/4 INS WIDE, 4% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

TULAIS AREGION IN RUSSIAIN THE SREDNEROSSKY HILLS TO THE SOUTH OF MOSCOW WHOSE CAPITAL TOWN OF TULA
HAS BEEN FAMOUS FOR THE REMARKABLE METALWORK IT HAS PRODUCED SINCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
ARMOURY BY PETER THE GREAT IN 1712. THE MASTERY OF THE CRAFTSMEN AND THEIR DIAMOND CUTTING OF THE
STEEL WORKS OF ART, AS WELL AS ARMS AND ARMOUR, WAS UNRIVALLED THROUGHOUT EUROPE.

AFTER THE ROYAL VISIT OF CATHERINE Il TO THE ARMOURY IN 1787, TULA'S DISTINCTIVE STYLE CAVE INTO ITS OVWN



AND ITS PRODUCTS BECAVE HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER. THE TULAMASTERS OFTEN PRESENTED THEIR BEST WORKS TO
THE EMPRESS, BUT SHE ALSO BOUGHT ARTICLES AT THEIR ANNUAL SOPHIA‘TRADE FAIR' IN TSARSKOE SELO.
CATHERINE THE GREAT S PASSION FOR TULAWARE WAS SO GREAT THAT SHE MERGED HER COLLECTION WITH THAT OF
HER CROVWWN JEWELS AND PLACED IT IN ASPECIAL GALLERY AT THE WINTER PALACE. ENJOYING IMPERIAL PATRONAGE
THE ARMOURERS CONTINUED TO PRODUCE EXCEPTIONAL STEEL DECORATIVE WARES THAT HAD ONCE ORIGINATED AS
ASIDELINE TO ARMAVENTS. TULAWARE WAS ADMIRED SO MUCH IN EUROPE THAT IT WAS IMTATED IN SILVER AND
SILVER GILT IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY BY THE AUGSBURG GOLD AND SILVERSMITHS.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

SEE: FOR ARUSSIAN TULACUT STEEL MINIATURE SEWING THREAD ‘SWIFT OR “‘WINDER’ SOLD BY FINCH AND CO TO THE
METROPOLITAN MUSUEM OF ART, NEW YORK IN 2011, SEE ITEMNO. 103, CATALOGUE NUMBER 17, SPRING 2011



