Finch & C°

A LARGE AND RARE DOUBLE SIDED TRAVELING RELIQUARY CASE

ALARGE AND RARE DOUBLE SIDED TRAVELING RELIQUARY CASE REVEALING TWO OVAL MINIATURES PAINTED IN OIL AND
FOUR OVAL ROCK CRYSTAL WINDOWS CONTAINING RELIGIOUS ‘RELIQUARIES’ AND ‘ANCIENT RELICS’

THE INITIALS: ‘MRA REPRESENTING ‘MARY AND ‘IHS’ REPRESENTING ‘JESUS’ ENGRAVED TO EITHER SIDE OF THE CASE

GILT COPPER

FLEMSH

17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 8.5CMHIGH, 6.2CMWIDE, 3CMDEEP - 3/ INS HIGH, 2% INS WIDE, 174 INS DEEP

ALARGE AND RARE DOUBLE SIDED TRAVELING RELIQUARY CASE REVEALING TWO OVAL MINIATURES PAINTED IN OIL AND
FOUR OVAL ROCK CRYSTAL WINDOWS CONTAINING RELIGIOUS ‘RELIQUARIES’ AND ‘ANCIENT RELICS’

THE INITIALS: ‘MRA REPRESENTING ‘MARY AND ‘IHS’ REPRESENTING ‘JESUS’ ENGRAVED TO EITHER SIDE OF THE CASE

GILT COPPER

FLEMSH



17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 8.5CMHIGH, 6.2CMWIDE, 3CMDEEP - 3% INS HIGH, 234 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

RELICS OF THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS ARE VENERATED IN THE EASTERN AND ORIENTAL ORTHODOXAND ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH, AS WELL AS SOME ANGLICAN CHURCHES. THE USE OF RELIQUARIES BECAVE AN IMPORTANT PART
OF CHRISTIAN PRACTICES FROMAT LEAST THE 4TH CENTURY AD INITIALLY IN THE EASTERN CHURCH WHICH ADOPTED

THE MOVING AND DIVIDING OF THE BODIES OF SAINTS MUCH EARLIER THAN THE WEST, PROBABLY BECAUSE THE NEW
CAPITAL OF CONSTANTINOPLE, UNLIKE ROME, LACKED BURIED SAINTS. RELIQUARIES PROVIDE AMEANS OF PROTECTING
AND DISPLAYING RELICS WHICH WERE OFTEN CONSIDERED ‘MORE VALUABLE THAN PRECIOUS STONES AND MORE TO

BE ESTEEMED THAN GOLD'.

RELIQUARIES IN THE FORMOF JEWELLERY OR ‘LOCKETS HOUSING TINY RELICS FIRST APPEARED IN THE EARLY 16TH
CENTURY. DESIGNED WITH PORTABILITY IN MIND, THEY WERE OFTEN ACQUIRED BY THE FAITHFUL ON PILGRIMAGES.



