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LITERATURE

THE CELTS VENERATED THE HEAD AS A SYMBOL OF DIVINITY AND OF THE POWERS OF THE OTHER WORLD. THEY
REGARDED IT AS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE HUMAN BODY, THE VERY SEAT OF THE SOUL. THIS BELIEF WAS



FOUND UNIVERSALLY THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE CELTIC WORLD FROM THE TIME OF THEIR EMERGENCE AS A
DISTINCTIVE PEOPLE, AND IT PERSISTS UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY STILL APPEARING AS A MOTIF IN MODERN FOLKLORE.
THE CELTS WERE NOT JUST HEAD-HUNTERS; THEIR REVERENCE FOR THE HEAD WENT BEYOND ITS USE AS A SYMBOL

OF MILITARY SUCCESS AND WAS A PROFOUNDLY IMPORTANT SPIRITUAL SPHERE OF THEIR LIFE. THE STONE AND WOOD
CARVINGS OF SEVERED HEADS WERE USED AS CULT OBJECTS IN BOTH THEIR RELIGIOUS SANCTUARIES AND TEMPORAL
HOMES. OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH SACRED SPRINGS AND POOLS, THE SYMBOL OF THE SEVERED HEAD WAS THE MOST
UNIVERSAL OF THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, AND THEY IMBUED THEIR ‘GOD-HEAD’ WITH ALL THE QUALITIES AND POWERS

MOST ADMIRED AND DESIRED BY THEM: FERTILITY, PROPHECY, HOSPITALITY, WISDOM AND HEALING.

 

 
PROVENANCE

SAID TO SAVE BEEN FOUND NEAR WROXETER SHROPSHIRE, ONCE THE ROMAN TOWN OF VIROCONIUM, THE TERRITORY
OF THE CELTIC CORNOVII

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION ACQUIRED FROM CHRIS RUDD ANTIQUITIES 1998

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

 


