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LITERATURE

‘SALI’ REFERS TO THE CLAWED FLOWER OF A SPECIES OF A BANANA-LIKE PLANT AND THESE CLUBS WERE AN EXTREME
VARIANT OF THE ‘GATA’ WITH BROAD FLATTENED BLADE AND PRONOUNCED SPUR. THE CHEEKS WERE CAREFULLY

CARVED WITH GEOMETRIC PATTERNS INSTEAD OF BEING MERELY ROUGHENED. THE HEAD WAS EFFECTIVELY A SCYTHE
WITH THE LONG SPUR USED LIKE THE BEAK OF THE ‘TOTOKIA’ FOR PIERCING. IT IS ALSO THOUGHT THAT THE CROTCHED

SPUR WAS USED TO THROTTLE VICTIMS BY PINNING THEM TO THE GROUND.

     SYMBOLIC EMBODIMENTS OF POWER, FAR MORE ATTENTION TO DETAIL WENT INTO THE MAKING OF WEAPONS THAN
WAS REQUIRED FOR THEIR TECHNICAL EFFECTIVENESS IN COMBAT. THEY WERE MADE IN ENORMOUS VARIETY OFTEN

WITH EXTREMELY WELL FURNISHED ELABORATE SURFACE DESIGNS. ALTHOUGH THIS IS AN INDICATION OF THE
PREVALENCE OF WARFARE THE CLUBS OBVIOUSLY HAD MORE COMPLEX ROLES THAN JUST THAT OF A WEAPON. THEIR

FORM AND LEVEL OF EMBELLISHMENT SIGNALLED THE STATUS AND RANK OF THEIR OWNER AND THEY WERE ALSO
REGARDED AS IMPORTANT EXCHANGE VALUABLES. CLUBS AND SPEARS COULD BE DEDICATED AT TEMPLES AS
BERTHOLD SEEMAN NOTED IN 1860, ‘IN SOME OLD TEMPLES THE VARIOUS OFFERINGS HAVE BEEN TASTEFULLY

ARRANGED, MAKING THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING LOOK LIKE A GREAT ARMOURY’.

 


