
ANCIENT CELTIC IBERIAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF A MALE VOTARY
AN ANCIENT CELTIC IBERIAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF A MALE VOTARY WEARING A LONG NARROW TUNIC WITH
BANDOLIERS CROSSED BEHIND HIS SHOULDERS A TWISTED CORD ACROSS HIS CHEST HIS RIGHT HAND EXTENDED

AND HOLDING AN OFFERING HIS FACE WITH LARGE PROMINENT EYES LONG NARROW NOSE AND FULL LIPS

ONE ARM NOW LOST (REPAIR TO BREAK IN BODY)

BLACK GLOSSY PATINA

5TH CENTURY BC

SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH - 4½ INS HIGH / 14.5CM HIGH - 5¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
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LITERATURE

DRESSED IN A TIGHT TUNIC, THIS VOTIVE FIGURE STANDS IN AN ATTITUDE OF AWE AND WORSHIP. THEY WERE
PRODUCED IN PROVINCIAL WORKSHOPS, BUT ARE FULL OF CREATIVITY AND IMAGINATION. KNOWN IN SPAIN AS

‘MUNECOS: PUPPETS’, THEY CAME FROM SANCTUARIES AND ARE ALL SIMILAR FOR THE WAY THE EYES ARE MADE AND IN
THE SHAPE AND CHARACTER OF THEIR FACES. THE SANCTUARIES WERE FOUND IN SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST SPAIN AND

THESE VOTIVE FIGURES HAVE BEEN FOUND SCATTERED AROUND THE CAVES OR LYING OUTSIDE THEM FOR OVER
THREE CENTURIES. IT IS ONLY SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY THAT ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

HAVE TAKEN PLACE AND IT IS NOW BELIEVED THE STATUETTES ARE NOT CULT IMAGES, BUT REPRESENT OFFERERS IN
THEIR CEREMONIAL COSTUMES WITH THEIR ATTRIBUTES.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

ACQUIRED SEPTEMBER 2000

CF: NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM MADRID HAS SIMILAR EXAMPLES ALL FOUND IN THE SANCTUARY OF DES
PÉNAPERROS 

 


