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LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT HOPEWELL CULTURE WAS WITHOUT OBVIOUS PARALLELS IN OTHER PARTS OF AMERICA. THE PEOPLE
WERE AGRICULTURALISTS WHO GREW MAIZE AND TOBACCO AND BUILT GREAT EARTHWORKS FOR MILITARY AND

CEREMONIAL PURPOSES. ARCHAIC ATLATL WEIGHTS, BANNER STONES AND BIRD STONES HAVE BEEN FOUND FROM THE
APPALACHIANS TO IOWA AND FROM FLORIDA TO THE GREAT LAKES. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE OBJECTS HAS NOT YET

BEEN CONCLUSIVELY PROVEN, BUT MADE OF SUBTLY SHAPED AND POLISHED QUARTZES, GRANITES, BANDED CLAY



STONES, AND OTHER COLOURFUL STONE MATERIALS OFTEN IMPORTED FROM FARAWAY SOURCES, THESE MINIMAL
GEOMETRIC FORMS WERE CLEARLY HIGHLY VALUED. FUNCTIONING AS WEIGHTS FOR SPEAR THROWERS, WHICH WAS

THE PRIMARY WEAPON USED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE THE BOW AND ARROW, THE QUALITY OF THEIR
CRAFTSMANSHIP SUGGESTS THAT THEY ALSO SERVED AS EMBLEMS OF PRESTIGE AND STATUS CONFERRED ON

HUNTERS COMING OF AGE AND AS MAGICAL TALISMANS FOR INCREASING THE SPEAR THROWER’S EFFICACY.
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