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LITERATURE

THE PHILISTINE KINGDOM EXISTED IN PARALLEL TO THE ISRAELITE KINGDOMS DURING THE IRON AGE. THEIR
DISTINCTIVE MATERIAL CULTURE WAS DERIVED FROM AEGEAN ORIGINS AND RAPIDLY ABSORBED CYPRIOT, EGYPTIAN
AND LOCAL CAANITE INFLUENCES. PART OF AN INTERESTING POPULATION MOVEMENT KNOWN AS THE ‘SEA PEOPLES’

WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 1ST MILLENNIUM B.C THEY ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES IN THE



SOUTHERN LIMITS OF THE LEVANT CLOSE TO THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA. BASED ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS THEY
WERE NOT IGNORANT AS THEIR NAME IMPLIES, BUT A CULTURED AND REFINED PEOPLE. HOWEVER, IN BIBLICAL TEXT
THEY ARE REGARDED AS THE ARCH-ENEMIES OF THE ISRAELITES. IN ANCIENT EGYPT FROM THE TIME OF RAMESES III,

1185 B.C, THEY ARE MENTIONED IN THE HIEROGLYPHS ON THE WALLS OF THE MEDINET TEMPLE IN THEBES. 

     FIGURINES REPRESENTING HUMAN SPIRITS WERE USED FOR PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE RITES OF A SHAMANISTIC
NATURE. SIMILARLY FIGURES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS WERE USED TO ENHANCE FERTILITY. SHAMANS ACTED AS

MEDIATORS BETWEEN THE EARTHLY AND SUPERNATURAL WORLDS, RESPONSIBLE FOR HEALING THE SICK, PREDICTING
THE FUTURE, INCREASING THE CROP YIELD AND FOR MAKING RAIN. 

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

CF: ANCIENT FIGURINE OF A VOTIVE LIMESTONE BIRD FROM THE JORDAN VALLEY GIGAL 1 SITE IN THE COLLECTION OF
ISRAEL MUSUEM JERUSALEM 

 


