
CHINESE CANTON EXPORT CARVED AND PIERCED FILIGREE IVORY GAMING BOX
A FINE AND UNUSUAL CHINESE CANTON EXPORT CARVED AND PIERCED FILIGREE IVORY GAMING BOX CONTAINING FOUR

OVAL BOXES OF COUNTERS AND TWO BOARD BRUSHES 

THE INSIDE LINED IN RED VELVET

PROBABLY MADE FOR THE GAME OF ‘LOO’

LATE 18TH CENTURY - EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 8CM HIGH, 22CM WIDE, 17.5CM DEEP - 3 INS HIGH, 8¾ INS WIDE, 7 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

‘LOO’ BY THE TURN OF THE 18TH CENTURY WAS ENGLAND’S MOST POPULAR CARD GAME. PLAYED BY THREE TO EIGHT
PEOPLE USING A 52 CARD PACK WITH GAMING CHIPS OR COUNTERS, IT IS A GAME PLAYED FOR ‘TRICKS’ WHICH IN EACH
ROUND THE PLAYERS MAY PASS OR PLAY. ANY PLAYER FAILING TO TAKE A TRICK IS ‘LOOED’ AND ADDS 5 MORE GAMING
CHIPS TO THE POOL. THE GAME IS THOUGHT TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN FRANCE AS A FOUR OR FIVE CARD FLUSH CALLED
‘FIDDLESTICKS’ WHICH REACHED ENGLAND WITH CHARLES II AND THE RESTORATION OF THE MONARCHY CIRCA 1660-

85. 

 
PROVENANCE

EX IRISH PRIVATE COLLECTION

EX MESSEL COLLECTION

 


