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LITERATURE

SOME OF THE FINEST EXPORT FANS WERE MADE BY THE CHINESE GOLD AND SILVER SMITHS, THE STICKS BEING
MANUFACTURED ENTIRELY OF FILIGREE AS IN THIS EXAMPLE. OCCASIONALLY THESE WERE DECORATED WITH

KINGFISHER FEATHERS IN IMITATION OF CLOISONNÉ, BUT WERE MORE USUALLY ENAMELLED IN BLUES AND GREENS.
CHINESE EXPORT FANS COULD CONVEY AN ENTIRE LANDSCAPE SCENE RESEMBLING FROZEN LACE LEADING ITS

OWNER INTO A TINY EXOTIC WORLD.

     EUROPEAN FASHION DICTATED THE DESIGN OF THE FANS, USING LANDSCAPES AND CHINOISERIES SIMILAR TO THOSE
ON CHINESE PORCELAIN WHICH WAS ALL THE RAGE IN THE WEST. FANS WERE AMONG THE CURIOUS TRIFLES THAT MET
THE INCREASING DEMAND FOR OBJECTS DISPLAYING INTRICATE CRAFTSMANSHIP. MADE WITH GREAT SKILL, FANS ARE

FIRST RECORDED COMING FROM CHINA IN 1794 ON BOARD THE ‘EMPRESS OF CHINA’.

 


