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A FINE RARE PORTUGUESE MACAO CARVED IVORY DEVOTIONAL PLAQUE DEPICTING ST JEROME KNEELING BEFORE
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LITERATURE

IN 374 A.D ST JEROME BECAME SERIOUSLY ILL IN ANTIOCH AND TWO OF HIS TRAVELLING COMPANIONS DIED. IN THIS
STATE HE DREAMT THAT HE APPEARED BEFORE GOD’S JUDGEMENT SEAT AND WAS CONDEMNED FOR BEING A

CICERONIAN RATHER THAN A CHRISTIAN. HE TOOK THIS EXPERIENCE VERY SERIOUSLY AND BECAME A HERMIT IN THE
DESERT OF CHALCIS IN SYRIA FOR FIVE YEARS. HE GAVE UP THE CLASSICS HE KNEW AND LOVED AND LEARNT HEBREW

IN ORDER TO STUDY SCRIPTURE. PROFICIENT IN BOTH GREEK AND HEBREW, HE WENT ON TO COMPLETE THE
ENORMOUS TASK OF PRODUCING A STANDARD LATIN TEXT OF THE BIBLE WHICH HE REVISED ACCORDING TO THE

MEANING OF THE ORIGINAL TEXTS. HE THEN BEGAN TO TRANSLATE THE GOSPELS AND THE PSALTER AND OVER TIME
PRODUCED ALL, OR NEARLY ALL, OF THE BIBLE IN WHAT BECAME KNOWN AS THE ‘VULGATE’ VERSION.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE BERKELEY FAMILY SPETCHLEY PARK WORCESTERSHIRE CATALOGUED IN A 1949
INVENTORY AS ‘A CARVED PANEL (4 7/8” X 3 ½”) OF ST JEROME KEPT IN THE STRONG ROOM’

CF: ASIAN CIVILISATIONS MUSEUM SINGAPORE FOR A SIMILAR JESUIT PLAQUE DEPICTING ST JEROME PAINTED IN BRIGHT
POLYCHROME (NO. 2011 - 01507)
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