Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI WHAL EBONE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘PATU PARAOA’
ANEW ZEALAND MAORI WHALEBONE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘PATU PARAOA

FINE AGED SMOOTH MELLOW CREAMY PATINA

18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 35CMLONG - 13%INS LONG

ANEW ZEALAND MAORI WHALEBONE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘PATU PARAOA

FINE AGED SMOOTH MELLOW CREAMY PATINA

18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 35CMLONG - 13%INS LONG

CF: SIMLAR EXAVPLES IN THE MAORI COLLECTIONS OF THE BRITISH MUSEUMNO. 712 DESCRIBED AS 18TH CENTURY



LITERATURE

UNLIKE OTHER HAND CLUBS ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD THAT ARE USED FOR BLUDGEONING DOWNWARD BLOWS,
MAORI PATU WERE DESIGNED FOR JABBING AND THRUSTING MOVEMENTS, FOR QUICK IN FIGHTING IN WHICH THE
FRACTION OF ASECOND WAS TOO IMPORTANT TO WASTE IN RAISING THE WEAPON TO STRIKE ABLOW. THE WHALEBONE
WAS CUT FROM THE PAN-BONE OF ASPERMWHALE WITH ASANDSTONE SAW. GROOVES WERE THEN CUT FROMTHE
FRONT. THE BACK WAS THEN SAWED AWAY TO TAKE OUT THE RESULTING SLAB. THIS WAS THEN FORMED INTOACLUB
SHAPE BY CHIPPING AND SAWING WITH STONE TOOLS. EACH INDIMDUAL CLUB WAS WEIGHED AND BALANCED TO SUIT
THE HAND AND PREFERENCE OF THE WARRIOR FOR WHOMIT WAS BEING MADE. SUCH CLUBS WERE USED OVER MANY
GENERATIONS AND BECAVE ASSOCIATED WITH THE MAORI WHO WIELDED THEM. REGARDED AS HEIRLOOMS, THEY
WERE ‘TAONGA TUKU IHO — TREASURES PASSED DOVWN FROM THE ANCESTORS.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE LATE PETER DINELEY

CF: SIMLAR EXAVPLES IN THE MAORI COLLECTIONS OF THE BRITISH MUSEUMNO. 712 DESCRIBED AS 18TH CENTURY



