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LITERATURE

UNLIKE OTHER HAND CLUBS ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD THAT ARE USED FOR BLUDGEONING DOWNWARD BLOWS,
MAORI PATU WERE DESIGNED FOR JABBING AND THRUSTING MOVEMENTS, FOR QUICK IN FIGHTING IN WHICH THE

FRACTION OF A SECOND WAS TOO IMPORTANT TO WASTE IN RAISING THE WEAPON TO STRIKE A BLOW. THE WHALEBONE
WAS CUT FROM THE PAN-BONE OF A SPERM WHALE WITH A SANDSTONE SAW. GROOVES WERE THEN CUT FROM THE

FRONT. THE BACK WAS THEN SAWED AWAY TO TAKE OUT THE RESULTING SLAB. THIS WAS THEN FORMED INTO A CLUB
SHAPE BY CHIPPING AND SAWING WITH STONE TOOLS. EACH INDIVIDUAL CLUB WAS WEIGHED AND BALANCED TO SUIT
THE HAND AND PREFERENCE OF THE WARRIOR FOR WHOM IT WAS BEING MADE. SUCH CLUBS WERE USED OVER MANY

GENERATIONS AND BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH THE MAORI WHO WIELDED THEM. REGARDED AS HEIRLOOMS, THEY
WERE ‘TAONGA TUKU IHO’ – TREASURES PASSED DOWN FROM THE ANCESTORS.
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