
TWO RARE GERMAN ‘WUNDERKAMMER’ TURNED PUZZLE BALLS
TWO RARE GERMAN ‘WUNDERKAMMER’ TURNED PUZZLE BALLS

A.    A TURNED BOXWOOD PUZZLE WITH TWELVE APERTURES CONTAINING A MOVEABLE SPIKED TWELVE POINTED STAR
TURNED FROM THE SAME PIECE OF BOXWOOD

    SMALL CHIP TO END OF ONE SPIKE

    17TH CENTURY

    SIZE: B. 5.5CM DIA. - 2¼ DIA.

B.    A RARE TURNED IVORY SMOOTH HOLLOW SPHERE WITH FOUR APERTURES THE PUZZLE BALL CONTAINING TWO
LOOSE GAMING PIECES AND TWO MOVEABLE DICE INSIDE TWO TURNED RHOMBIC DODECAHEDRON

    17TH CENTURY

    SIZE: A. 5.5CM DIA - 2¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IN THE CIRCA 1596 INVENTORY OF THE COLLECTION OF AMBRAS CASTLE IN INNSBRUCK, FAMOUS AS AN EARLY CABINET
OF CURIOSITIES, TURNED SPHERES SUCH AS THESE ARE LISTED AS ‘WORKS OF ART’. REGARDED AS WONDERS OF

VIRTUOSO TURNING, THE ART OF MAKING SUCH OBJECTS FORMED AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE EDUCATION OF NOBLE
EUROPEAN PRINCES FROM THE 16TH TO THE 18TH CENTURY. IN 1605 MAXIMILIAN, DUKE OF BAVARIA, SUMMARISED THE

PRIDE FELT IN CREATING ART FROM NATURE BY ENGRAVING ON AN IVORY VESSEL HE PRODUCED: ‘EBUR ARS NOBILITAT,
ARTEM AUCTOR MAXIMILIANUS DUX BAVARIA’, ‘ART ENNOBLES IVORY, THE CREATOR (OF THIS VESSEL) MAXIMILIAN DUKE

OF BAVARIA ON THE OTHER HAND, ENNOBLES ART’.
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