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LITERATURE

ON NO OTHER CONTINENT IN THE WORLD IS THERE A WIDER SPECTRUM OF SHIELD TYPES THAN AFRICA. THE
CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THE INDIVIDUAL TRIBES AND THE LOCAL AVAILABILITY OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS PLAYED A DECISIVE

ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIVIDUAL SHIELD TYPES. WICKER SHIELDS CAME FROM THE AREAS OF TROPICAL
RAINFOREST. THE SAKA PEOPLE ARE ONE OF THE SIXTY SUB-TRIBES OF THE MONGO WHO CONSTITUTE THE MOST

IMPORTANT BANTU GROUP. AMONGST THEM ARE A LARGE NUMBER OF PYGMY GROUPS. LIVING IN THE RAINFOREST, THE
MONGO PEOPLES ALL MAKE AND USE SHIELDS CONSTRUCTED FROM TWO LAYERS OF WICKER PUT ONE ON TOP OF

EACH OTHER AND THEN STABILISED WITH A BRAIDED REED OR CANE RIM.
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