
JAPANESE IVORY PENDANT CROSS WITH A FINE SHAKUDŌ WORKED PANEL
AN UNUSUAL JAPANESE IVORY PENDANT CROSS WITH A FINE SHAKUDŌ WORKED PANEL IN GOLD AND SILVER DETAILING

INSECTS FLOWERS AND LEAVES

MEIJI PERIOD CIRCA 1860 - 90

SIZE: 9.5CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE, 1CM DEEP - 3¾ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP 

 
LITERATURE

ON REACHING THE JAPANESE CITY OF NAGASAKI, DUTCH SAILORS WERE ORDERED TO PUT AWAY THEIR BIBLES.
CHRISTIANITY HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN IN JAPAN SINCE THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY AND THE COUNTRY’S SELF-IMPOSED

ISOLATION. THIS POLICY WAS ACTIVELY PURSUED AS IS SHOWN BY THE ANNUAL RITUAL OF ‘E-FUMI’, A CEREMONY IN
WHICH THE CROSS IS TRAMPLED UPON, WHICH WAS PARODIED BY VOLTAIRE IN HIS ‘CANDIDE’ PUBLISHED IN 1775. A

SAILOR FROM BATAVIA TELLS HOW HE TRAMPLED THE CROSS FOUR TIMES UPON ARRIVING IN JAPAN. THE ‘E-FUMI’ WAS
SEEN BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE JESUIT PRIESTS AS ANTI-CHRISTIAN AND AN INSULT, AND WAS USED AGAINST

THE REPUTATION OF THE DUTCH BY THEIR EUROPEAN TRADING RIVALS. THE PRICE OF TRADE WITH JAPAN, THEY SAID
ENTAILED RENOUNCING ONE’S FAITH, SO CATHOLIC EUROPE WOULD NOT DO SO. JAPAN’S FEAR OF CHRISTIANITY

SUPPLANTING BUDDHISM, AND ULTIMATELY THEIR WHOLE REALM, ONLY ABATED DURING THE MEIJI PERIOD 1868 - 1912.

 


