Finch & C°

COLLECTION OF THIRTY OCEANIC AJIAN HARDWOOD ‘1 ULA'S’

ACOLLECTION OF THIRTY OCEANIC FIJIAN HARDWOOD ‘I ULA'S’ DISPLAYING THE VARIOUS TYPES USED AS THROWING OR
MSSILE CLUBS FOR HUNTING OR FIGHTING WEAPONS
ONE INLAID WITH AHUMAN TOOTH SEVERAL WITH NOTCHED MARKINGS SIGNIFYING ATALLY OF KILLS
ALL WITH OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINAS
18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: MIN: 37.5CMLONG - 14% INS LONG / MAX: 45CMLONG - 17% INS LONG

LITERATURE

PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE BRITISH COLONIALISTS AND MISSIONARIES ON THE ISLANDS, WARFARE WAS CENTRAL TO
FIJIAN ART AND CULTURE. AMAN'S SOCIAL STANDING AND PRESTIGE WAS DETERMINED NOT ONLY BY HEREDITARY
STATUS, BUT ALSO BY HIS ACHIEVEMENTS AS AWARRIOR AND THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS OF ALL FIJIAN WEAPONS WAS THE
CLUB. ORAL TRADITIONS ON THE ISLANDS SUGGEST THAT THEIR INDIGENOUS WEAPONS BEING USED IN THE 19TH
CENTURY WERE IDENTICAL TO THOSE THAT HAD BEEN USED FOR AT LEAST 200 TO 300 YEARS BEFORE.

THESE SMALL CLUBS WERE CREATED TO BE HURLED AS PROJECTILES WITH ASPECIFIC REVOLVING TECHNIQUE THAT
WAS LEARNT FROMBOYHOOD. IT WAS THE MOST PERSONAL WEAPON OF THE FIJIAN WARRIOR WITH VIRTUALLY EVERY
MAN WEARING AT LEAST ONE, AND OFTEN TWO THROUGH HIS GIRDLE MUCH LIKE ABRACE OF PISTOLS. PRIMARILY THEY
WERE MEANT FOR THROWING AT AN ENEMY WITH THE AIMOF KILLING HIMOUTRIGHT, OR TEMPORARILY STUNNING HIM
SO THAT HE COULD BE FINISHED OFF WITH AHEAVY TWO HANDED CLUB. TYPICAL THROWING CLUBS USED FOR
FIGHTING HAD HEAVY ROUNDED OR FLUTED HEADS ISSUING FROMASTRAIGHT THICK SHAFT MADE FROMASINGLE
PIECE OF WOOD. THE LIGHTER CLUBS WERE USED FOR HUNTING PIGEONS AND LARGE FLYING FOXBATS. SOME WERE
USED FOR DANCING, AND OTHERS WERE REGARDED AS SACRED BEING USED IN DIVINATION CEREMONIES, AS WELL AS
FOR RITUAL HEALING AND IN THE MALIGNANT CURSING OF ENEMES.

MOST CLUBS WERE CREATED BY UPROOTING A YOUNG TREE AND TRIMMING OFF THE ROOTS TO FORMAHEAD SIMLAR



TO THE SHAPE OF AEUROPEAN MACE. EACH ONE WAS COMMISSIONED FROM SPECIALISED CRAFTSMEN KNOWN AS
‘MATA NI MALUMU WHO MADE THE CLUB TO SUIT THE PHYSIQUE, STATUS AND NEEDS OF THE CUSTOMER. THE
BUTTRESS ROOTS OF HARDWOOD TREE SAPLINGS WERE OFTEN TRAINED BY BINDING WITH COIR OR PANDANUS LEAF
CORDS WHEN YOUNG TO PRODUCE THE BULBOUS SHAPED INDENTED HEAD. THE HANDLE GRIPS GENERALLY SHARED
ACOMMON MOTIF CONSISTING OF ASERIES OF ZIGZAG OR WAVY LINES CALLED ‘TAVATAVA AND THIS DECORATIVE
CARVING WAS ADDED BY ASECOND SPECIALIST WHO TOOK NO PART IN THE INITIAL BALANCING AND SHAPING OF THE
WEAPON. THESE FINISHING TOUCHES WERE ADDED BY MEANS OF SHARK'S TEETH OR THE SPINES OF SEAURCHINS SET
IN AWOODEN HANDLE.

KNOVWN TO EUROPEAN SAILORS IN THE 19TH CENTURY AS ‘HANDY BILLY BECAUSE OF THE SPEED AND ACCURACY WITH
WHICH IT WAS HURLED AND ITS CONVENIENTLY PORTABLE NATURE, ‘| ULA WERE ESSENTIALLY CLOSE RANGE
PROJECTILE WEAPONS. THEY WERE OFTEN CARRIED IN ADDITION TO AHEAVIER, BIGGER CLUB IN BATTLE, BUT IN TIMES
OF PEACE THEY WERE EVERYDAY WEAPONS THAT DID NOT HINDER AWARRIOR’'S MOVEMENTS UNLIKE ALARGER SPEAR

ORCLUB.



