
RARE JAPANESE LACQUERED BOXWOOD INRO IN THE FORM OF A LIDDED CALLIGRAPHER’S INK STONE CASE
AN UNUSUAL RARE JAPANESE LACQUERED BOXWOOD INRO IN THE FORM OF A LIDDED CALLIGRAPHER’S INK STONE

CASE CARVED IN HIGH RELIEF WITH A LOTUS BUD AMIDST LEAVES THE BASE WITH RECESS FOR THE INK STICK OR ‘SUMI’
THE INTERIOR OF THE LID ETCHED WITH POETIC INSCRIPTION

THE RECESS TO THE BASE SIGNED ‘TAISHIN’ WITH ADDITIONAL SEAL MARK DENOTING ‘MONKEY YEAR’ 1848 
THE HIMOTOSHI TO THE LID EITHER SIDE OF A TIGHTLY ROLLED LOTUS LEAF AND IN A TRIANGULAR PATTERN TO BOTH OF

THE SIDES AND BASE TWO TO TOP AND FOUR TO THE BOTTOM
THE INSIDE SHOWING SIGNS OF USE WITH EXTENSIVE TRACES OF BLACK INK AROUND THE BRUSH WELL AND RUBBING

TO THE CENTRE
LATE EDO PERIOD CIRCA 1848 

SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 9CM LONG, 7CM WIDE - 1¼ INS HIGH, 3½ INS LONG, 2¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

JAPANESE INK STICKS OR ‘SUMI’ ARE USUALLY MADE OF SOOT FROM VARIOUS WOODS OR CHARCOAL AND ANIMAL GLUE,
SOMETIMES WITH INCENSE OR MEDICINAL SCENTS ADDED. TO MAKE THE INK, THE STICK IS GROUND AGAINST AN INK-
STONE WITH A SMALL QUANTITY OF WATER TO PRODUCE A DARK LIQUID WHICH IS THEN APPLIED WITH A FINE BRUSH.

ARTISTS AND CALLIGRAPHERS MAY VARY THE THICKNESS OF THE RESULTING INK ACCORDING TO THEIR PREFERENCES
BY REDUCING OR INCREASING THE INTENSITY AND TIME OF INK GRINDING. PRESUMABLY THIS INRO WOULD HAVE BEEN

WORN AND USED WHEN TRAVELLING AND PAINTING FROM NATURE.

 


