
RARE LARGE GERMAN TURNED BLONDE RHINOCEROS HORN GOBLET
A VERY RARE LARGE GERMAN TURNED BLONDE RHINOCEROS HORN GOBLET

OLD SMOOTH SILKY PALE HONEY COLOURED PATINA
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 12.5CM DIA. - 6 INS HIGH, 5 INS DIA. 
WEIGHT: 299 GRAMS

 
LITERATURE

A PASSIONATE COLLECTOR OF CURIOSITIES, THE EMPEROR RUDOLF II OF PRAGUE (1552-1612) OWNED A COLLECTION
OF 13 TURNED RHINOCEROS HORN DRINKING VESSELS, ONE OF WHICH, NOW IN ROSENBORG CASTLE IN COPENHAGEN,
HE HAD MADE HIMSELF. HE BELIEVED THEM TO BE UNIQUE IN HAVING THE MAGICAL ABILITY TO DETECT THE PRESENCE

OF POISON. GOBLETS AND WINE CUPS MADE OF RHINOCEROS HORN BECAME EXTREMELY POPULAR AMONGST THE
PRINCELY COURTS OF RENAISSANCE EUROPE, NOT ONLY FOR THEIR POWERS OF DETECTION, BUT BECAUSE

RHINOCEROS HORN WAS ALSO CONSIDERED TO BE A POWERFUL APHRODISIAC, A BELIEF THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN
HELD IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND ASIA FOR CENTURIES.

 


