
EXCEPTIONALLY RARE SOUTH AFRICAN TSONGA / NORTH NGUNI BLACK RHINOCEROS HORN PRESTIGE STAFF OR SCEPTRE
AN EXCEPTIONALLY RARE SOUTH AFRICAN TSONGA / NORTH NGUNI BLACK RHINOCEROS HORN PRESTIGE STAFF OR

SCEPTRE FINELY CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF A CHIEF
WITH SHORT HAFT DRILLED FOR A WRIST THONG

SMOOTH OLD SILKY BURNISHED PATINA LACKING AT THE BASE WHERE IT HAS BEEN HELD AND USED 
MID 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 39.5CM LONG - 15½ INS LONG / 43.5CM HIGH - 17 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

AMONG THE TSONGA SPEAKING GROUPS LIVING TO THE NORTH OF KWA ZULU-NATAL, CHIEFS COMMISSIONED LONG
STAFFS SURMOUNTED BY MALE HEADS WITH HEAD-RINGS. THESE ARE FORMED FROM CIRCULAR TUBES MADE FROM A
GUM-LIKE SUBSTANCE THAT ARE SEWN INTO THE HAIR. HEAD-RINGS WERE FIRST ADOPTED IN THE ZULU KINGDOM AS A

SIGN OF MARRIAGE. TSONGA SPEAKERS ASSOCIATED THEIR USE MORE GENERALLY WITH THE CONCEPT OF WISDOM,
AGE AND MATURITY. 

IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY ALL THE BEST SPECIALIST CRAFTSMEN WERE MOST PROBABLY ATTACHED TO THE ROYAL
COURT AND THE OBJECTS THEY PRODUCED WERE MORE ELABORATELY CARVED AND DECORATED THAN THOSE MADE

FOR THE ORDINARY HOMESTEADS. EVEN AS LATE AS THE 1880’S OBJECTS WERE BEING MADE FOR IMPORTANT
OFFICIALS IN THE LONG ESTABLISHED FIGURATIVE TRADITION, BUT THIS PERIOD SAW A GREAT DEAL OF MOBILITY IN THE

ENTIRE REGION AND CARVERS LOCALISED IN ONE AREA BECAME INFLUENCED BY OTHER WORKS AS POPULATIONS
MIGRATED. 

IMMEDIATELY RECOGNISABLE AS SOUTH AFRICAN, THE EXTREMELY DELICATE CARVED FACIAL FEATURES OF THIS
SCEPTRE ARE COMPARABLE TO THE BEST ‘BABOON MASTER’ STAFFS. HOWEVER THE CARVER WHO PRODUCED THIS

EXCEPTIONAL CHIEFLY PRESTIGE ITEM, ALTHOUGH FIRMLY IN THE NGUNI TRADITIONAL STYLE, WAS PROBABLY WORKING
AT AN EARLIER DATE. THE ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE TREATMENT OF THE HEAD AND FACE BETRAY THE HAND OF A MASTER.



 


