Finch & C°

TIBETAN GILDED BRONZE AND COPPER RITUAL ALTAR VESSEL

TIBETAN GILDED BRONZE AND COPPER RITUAL ALTAR VESSEL FOR SPRINKLING CONSECRATED HOLY WATER THE
SPOUT EMERGING FROMAMAKARA'S HEAD SET WITH A TURQUOISE THE OFFERING WAND SET WITH ASOAPSTONE
PLUNGING INTO AN APRON DECORATED WITH AUSPICIOUS SYMBOLS
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16.5CMHIGH - 672 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

UNTIL RECENT TIMES TIBETANS VIEWED EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE FROMABUDDHIST STANDPOINT; EDUCATION, LAND,
AGRICULTURE ADMNISTRATION AND PRODUCTION WERE CONTROLLED OR INFLUENCED BY POWERFUL LAVAS OR
MONASTERIES. IT WAS AWORLD IN WHICH ALL BOUNDARIES BETWEEN THE TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL SPHERES WERE
ERASED, AWORLD IN WHICH THE DALAI LAMAWAS AT ONCE HEAD OF STATE AND THE SUPREME AUTHORITY IN SPIRITUAL
MATTERS. AS ARESULT ALL TIBETAN ART IS RELIGIOUS IN PURPOSE.

RITUAL HOLY WATER VESSELS WERE USED FOR SPRINKLING CONSECRATED WATER, WHICH WAS AFEATURE OF MANY
TIBETAN CEREMONIES OF INITIATION AND IN RITES OF PURIFICATION. THEY WERE ALSO USED SOMETIMVES IN ORDER TO
DISSIPATE OR CURE ILLNESS. OCCASIONALLY THESE RITUAL OBJECTS GAIN AN ANIMATE SPIRITUAL PRESENCE AND ARE
DRESSED AND HONOURED BY THE MONKS AS LIMNG BEINGS.



