
PAIR OF NATIVE AMERICAN CENTRAL PLAINS CHEYENNE CHILD’S DEER HIDE MOCCASINS
A PAIR OF NATIVE AMERICAN CENTRAL PLAINS CHEYENNE CHILD’S DEER HIDE MOCCASINS DECORATED WITH GLASS

SEED BEADS SEWN IN TRADITIONAL GEOMETRIC PATTERNS
CIRCA 1870 - 1890

SIZE: 12.5CM LONG - 5 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE THE COMING OF THE WHITE MAN, CLOTHING WAS FASHIONED FROM THE HIDES OF ELK, MOOSE, BUFFALO,
MOUNTAIN SHEEP AND DEER OR ANTELOPE. USUALLY IT WAS THE WOMEN WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR STRETCHING,

CLEANING AND TANNING THE HIDES ALTHOUGH IN SOME TRIBES THESE TASKS WERE UNDERTAKEN BY THE MEN. THE
CUTTING OF THE HIDES WAS DONE IN A PRESCRIBED WAY ACCORDING TO THE GARMENT BEING MADE. EARLY

MOCCASINS WERE NOT USUALLY DECORATED, BUT QUILL AND BEADWORK ADORNMENT BECAME COMMON IN THE LATE
18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES, WITH BEADWORK LARGELY REPLACING DYED PORCUPINE QUILLWORK BY THE 1850’S.

FASHIONED ESPECIALLY FOR A SPECIAL CEREMONIAL DRESS OCCASION, THE DESIGNS ON THESE SMALL MOCCASINS
WERE MEANT AS A TALISMANIC PROTECTION AGAINST DANGER, AND THE LOOSELY STITCHED HIDE SOLES ALLOWED FOR

THE BABY’S GROWTH.

 


