
MUGHAL INDO-PORTUGUESE GUJARATI FISH SHAPED MOTHER OF PEARL AND BRASS MOUNTED PRIMING FLASK ‘BARUTDAN’
A FINE MUGHAL INDO-PORTUGUESE GUJARATI FISH SHAPED MOTHER OF PEARL AND BRASS MOUNTED PRIMING FLASK

‘BARUTDAN’
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 20CM LONG, 5.5CM HIGH (MAX) 3.5CM DEEP - 8 INS LONG, 2¼ INS HIGH (MAX) 1¼ INS DEEP / 13CM HIGH - 5 INS HIGH
(ON BASE)

 
LITERATURE

HUNTING WAS A FAVOURED PASTIME OF THE MUGHAL COURT AND THESE PRIMING FLASKS WERE ESSENTIAL TO THE
HUNT. WITH MATCHLOCK, WHEEL LOCK AND FLINT LOCK GUNS IT WAS NECESSARY TO USE FINER POWDER IN THE PAN

THAN IN THE CHARGE. THE ACT OF FILLING THE PAN WAS CALLED PRIMING, AND THE FLASK TO HOLD THE FINE POWDER,
THE PRIMER. IN EUROPE IT WAS A SMALL COUNTERPART OF THE FLASK USED FOR CHARGE POWDER, BUT IN INDIA AND
THE EAST A GREAT VARIETY OF SHAPES WERE USED. THESE WERE FAVOURITE OBJECTS FOR DECORATION, AND THE

PRIMER BEING SMALL AND CONSTANTLY CARRIED BECAME A VALUABLE AND OFTEN FASHIONABLE HUNTING
ACCESSORY.

 


