Finch & C°

RARE PAPUA NEW GUINEA TROBRIAND KIRIWINA ISLAND MASSIM CARVED BOAT SHAPED BETEL NUT MORTAR

ARARE PAPUANEW GUINEATROBRIAND KIRIWINAISLAND MASSIM CARVED BOAT SHAPED BETEL NUT MORTAR
DECORATED WITH ASCROLL PATTERN TO THE BORDER INFILLED WITH WHITE LIME THE SIDE WITH INVENTORY NUMBER
INWHITE ‘4741" AND ‘NEW GUINEAWEBSTR. 1898. P." IN YELLOW
STANDING ON APITT RIVERS MUSEUMBASE INSCRIBED IN YELLOW: ‘MORTAR FOR CRUSHING THE BETEL NUT IN FORM
OF ABOAT ORNAVENTED WITH BROKEN COIL PATTERN NEW GUINEA
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 7CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE, 3CMDEEP - 2% INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

KIRIWINA IS THE LARGEST OF THE TROBRIAND ISLANDS AND THE ENTIRE MASSIMREGION’'S CONTACT WITH THE WEST
INTENSIFIED IN THE LAST DECADE OF THE 19TH CENTURY. MANY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY STATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED
DURING THIS PERIOD AND CONSEQUENTLY ARTEFACTS FROM THE AREAWERE COLLECTED AND TAKEN BACK TO
EUROPE AT THIS TIME, BUT MOST OBJECTS ARE NOW IN MUSEUMS AND DO NOT OFTEN APPEAR ON THE OPEN MARKET.
BETEL NUTS ARE THE SEED OF THE ARECAPALMAND THE MAIN STIMULANT USED ON THE ISLANDS, ALTHOUGH LOCALLY
GROWN TOBACCO IS ALSO USED. THE MAIN INGREDIENTS NEEDED FOR CHEWING BETEL ARE THE NUTS, THE FRUIT OR
LEAF OF THE BETEL PLANT AND LIME MADE BY BURNING CORAL. PEOPLE WITH GOOD TEETH CRUSH THE NUT, ADD THE
BETEL PLANT FRUIT AND ALITTLE LIME TAKEN FROMAPOT WITH THE AID OF ALIME SPATULA HOWEVER, THE ELDERS OF
THE COMMUNITY WITH FEWER TEETH USE AMORTAR AND PESTLE TO CRUSH THE BETEL NUT.

THE ART OF THE TROBRIAND ISLANDS IS DISTINGUISHED BY ITS REFINED CURVILINEAR STYLE. OBJECTS ARE CARVED
FROMEBONY, BLACK PALMAND TURTLESHELL AND THEN DECORATED WITH INCISED MOTIFS THAT ARE FILLED IN WITH
LIME TO ACCENTUATE THE DESIGNS. THE MASSIMBELIEVE THAT ALL HUMAN ACTIMTIES CAN BE FURTHERED OR
HINDERED BY MAGIC, AND MATERIAL OBJECTS CAN PLAY ARCLE IN THIS. ALIME SPATULAOR BETEL NUT MORTAR OVER
WHICH THE APPROPRIATE MAGIC HAS BEEN PERFORMED CAN GREATLY AFFECT, EVEN KILL, APERSON TOWHOMIT IS
LENT FOR USE.



