
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN LARGE INTRICATELY CARVED GREYWACKE HEART SCARAB
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN LARGE INTRICATELY CARVED GREYWACKE HEART SCARAB WITH POLISHED UN-INSCRIBED BASE

TRACES OF GOLD FOIL TO THE EDGE
LATE DYNASTIC PERIOD 730 - 332BC

SIZE: 1.5CM HIGH, 5CM DEEP, 4CM WIDE - ½ INS HIGH, 2 INS DEEP, 1½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CULTURE THE SCARAB HAS A LONG TRADITION IN CONTEXTS ASSOCIATED WITH BOTH THE LIVING
AND THE DEAD. THE PASSAGE OF THE SUN ACROSS THE HEAVENS WAS ASCRIBED TO THE AGENCY OF AN INVISIBLE

BEETLE WHO PUSHED IT ACROSS THE FIRMAMENT. THE GREYWACKE STONE USED TO CARVE THE BEETLE
REPRODUCES THE ACTUAL BLACK COLOUR OF THE INSECT THAT REINFORCES THE THEMES INHERENT IN THE

SCARAB’S FUNERARY ASSOCIATIONS.
TO THE EGYPTIANS THE HEART RATHER THAN THE BRAIN WAS REGARDED AS THE SOURCE OF HUMAN WISDOM AND THE
CENTRE OF EMOTIONS AND MEMORY. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THE HEART COULD REVEAL A PERSON’S TRUE CHARACTER,
EVEN AFTER DEATH AND SO WAS LEFT IN THE BODY DURING MUMMIFICATION. IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE HEART FROM

TESTIFYING AGAINST ITS OWNER AT THE MOMENT OF JUDGEMENT A HEART SCARAB WAS WRAPPED WITHIN THE
BANDAGES.

 


