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CURIOUS GERMAN OIL ON CANVAS OF A WHITE TAILED DEER WITH UNUSUALLY CURVED ‘FOUNDERING HOOVES

ACURIOUS GERMAN OIL ON CANVAS OF AWHITE TAILED DEER WITH UNUSUALLY CURVED ‘FOUNDERING HOOVES SET IN
AN ENGLISH COUNTRY PARK
BY WOLFGANG DIETRICH MAJER (BERNLOCH 1698 - 1762 Ti"4BINGEN)
SIGNED AND DATED BOTTOMRIGHT ‘MAJER 1754’
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 53 5CMHIGH, 43CMWIDE - 21 INS HIGH, 17 INS WIDE / 62CMHIGH, 52CMWIDE - 24" INS HIGH, 20%; INS WIDE
(FRAVED)

LITERATURE

MORE USUALLY KNOWN FOR HIS PORTRAITS OF THE GERMAN PROFESSIONAL CLASSES, MAJER WAS LIMING IN ENGLAND

WHEN HE PAINTED THIS CURIOUS PHENOMENA BETWEEN 1750 AND 1755 HE SETTLED AND WORKED IN LONDON WITH

HIS SON JEREMAS MEYER (1735 - 1789) WHO BECAVE AN IMPORTANT MINIATURIST AS PAINTER IN ENAVELS TO GEORGE

I AND PAINTER IN MINIATURES TO QUEEN CHARLOTTE. HE WAS ALSO ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY
AND FRIEND OF SIR JOSHUAREYNOLDS.

WOLFGANG DIETRICH MAJER WAS PRESUMABLY COMMISSIONED TO PAINT THIS EXOTIC DEER WITH DEFORMED HOOVES
IN 1754, WHICH HE UNCHARACTERISTICALLY SIGNED. THE DEER WAS MOST PROBABLY KEPT IN CAPTIVITY AS APET
WITHIN ACOUNTRY PARK AND HAD BEEN OVERFED ON ARICH DIET OF CORN. THIS RESULTS IN ACHRONIC BUILD UP OF
ACID IN THE HOOF PLATES AND CAUSES THE DEER GREAT PAIN. IN ORDER TO EASE THIS THE DEER WALKS ON THE BACK
OF EACH HOOF AND AS THE FRONT NO LONGER HAS ANY CONTACT WITH THE GROUND, THE TIPS OF THE HOOVES DO
NOT WEAR DOVWN AND SO CURL STRANGELY UPWARDS. THESE ELONGATED CURLED HOOVES ARE KNOWN AS
‘FOUNDERING AND ARE THE RESULT OF TOO MANY CARBOHYDRATES BEING FED TO THE DEER OVER AVERY SHORT
PERIOD.



