Finch & C°

INTERESTING SHEEP’S HORN AND SILVER MOUNTED POCKET SNUFF BOX

AN INTERESTING SHEEP'S HORN AND SILVER MOUNTED POCKET SNUFF BOXWITH INSCRIPTION IN MAORI ‘PAKEHA DAY
KOTE PAl AREW NEW ZEALAND 1864’ TRANSLATING AS ‘AGIFT TO YOU ON WHITEMANS DAY FROM REWI NEW ZEALAND
1864’
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 1.5CMHIGH, 5.5CMWIDE, 3.5CMDEEP - %2 INS HIGH, 274 INS WIDE, 172 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

REWI MANGA MANIAPOTO (1807 - 1894) WAS APRINCIPAL NGATI MANIAPOTO CHIEF WHO LED REBEL ‘KINGITANGA FORCES
DURING THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT INVASION OF WAIKATO IN THE NEW ZEALAND WARS. THE FAMOUS DEFEAT IN A
HILLTOP PEACH GROVE AT ORAKAU, KNOWN AS ‘REWI'S LAST STAND’ IN APRIL 1864 BROUGHT THE WAIKATO WAR TO AN
END AND WAS IMMORTALISED IN RUDALL HAYWARD'S 1925 SILENT FILM, REMADE AS ATALKIE IN 1940, ‘ORAKAL'.
ALTHOUGH THE MACRI LED BY CHIEF REWI LOST THE BATTLE THEY ARE STILL REMEMBERED FOR THEIR COURAGE AND
THEIR REFUSAL TO SURRENDER. FROMMARCH 31ST TO APRIL 2ND THE BATTLE RAGED FOR THREE DAYS BETWEEN
BRITISH TROOPS AND THE MAORI WARRIORS. ON THE LAST DAY ALMOST OUT OF FOOD, WATER AND AVIVUNITION THE
MAORI DEFENDERS OF ORAKAU WERE OFFERED ALAST CHANCE TO SURRENDER. THIS DEMAND WAS MET WITH ANOW
FAVIOUS REPLY, ‘E HOAKA WHA WHAI TONU MATOU AKE! AKE! AKE! ‘FRIEND WE WILL FIGHT ON FOREVER! FOREVER!
FOREVER! MANY ATTRIBUTE THESE WORDS TO REWI, BUT OTHERS BELIEVE THEY WERE UTTERED BY HAURAKI
TONGANUI, ATAUPO MAORI CHIEF. HOWEVER, THEIR INTENT WAS CLEAR AND THE PHRASE HELPED CREATE THE
IMPRESSION THAT ORAKAU WAS AHISTORIC LAST STAND FOR THE MAORI. THIS WAS THE DECISIVE ICTORY THAT
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CAVERON HAD SOUGHT, AND PRESUMABLY REWI KNEW THIS AND IT WAS ONE OF THE REASONS
FOR HIS PRESENTATION OF THIS HORN SNUFF BOXTO CAVERON.
TWENTY YEARS AFTER THE WAR THE NEW ZEALAND STATE RESTORED TO REW AMEASURE OF HIS ‘MANA BY BUILDING
HIMA GOVERNMENT HOUSE ON APLOT OF LAND CLOSE TO THE SITE OF HIS DESTROYED COUNCIL ‘WHARE' WHICH HE
CALLED ‘HUI TE RANGIORA. IT IS HERE, IN THE SOIL FOR WHICH HE FOUGHT, THAT HIS BONES LIE BURIED, ASACRED
SHRINE TO MAORI PATRIOTISMIN THE HEART OF APAKEHAMILLAGE.



