
ANGLO-NORMAN OCTAGONAL LIMESTONE BAPTISMAL FONT
AN EARLY ANGLO-NORMAN OCTAGONAL LIMESTONE BAPTISMAL FONT

WITH OLD DRILLED DRAINAGE HOLE FROM USE AS A GARDEN PLANTER
STONE PLINTH A 19TH CENTURY ADDITION 

11TH - 12TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 94CM HIGH, 74CM WIDE, 74CM DEEP - 37 INS HIGH, 29¼ INS WIDE, 29¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE THE REIGN OF CONSTANTINE (306 - 337 A.D) THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, ORIGINALLY PERFORMED IN
FLOWING WATER, CAME TO BE ADMINISTERED IN STANDING WATER IN THE DOMESTIC SETTINGS OF A COURTYARD OR

PRIVATELY OWNED BATH. SUBSEQUENTLY WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIAN ECCLESIASTICAL HOUSES, BAPTISM
WAS CLOAKED IN AN ELABORATE LITURGY THAT REQUIRED A SEPARATE ROOM, THE FORERUNNER OF THE GREAT

ROMANESQUE AND GOTHIC BAPTISTERIES. 
EARLY CHRISTIAN FONTS ASSUMED A CENTRALISED PLAN OF ROUND, OCTAGONAL, HEXAGONAL OR CRUCIFORM SHAPE.
AT FIRST BAPTISM GENERALLY MEANT ADULT IMMERSION AND AS THIS WANED INFUSION, THE POURING OR SPRINKLING

OF WATER, GAINED FAVOUR. WITH THIS CHANGING CUSTOM AND WITH THE INCREASING PREVALENCE OF INFANT
BAPTISM, THE SIZE AND FORM OF THE BAPTISMAL FONTS ALSO CHANGED, WITH THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD WITNESSING A

VARIETY OF FORMS AND MATERIALS ACCORDING TO REGION AND DATE. 
THE ORIGIN OF STATIONARY FONTS FOR HOLY WATER IS UNCLEAR, BUT IT IS THOUGHT THAT THEY WERE PLACED AT THE

REAR OF THE CHURCH NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO ALLOW THOSE WHO ENTERED TO BE PURIFIED BY BLESSING
THEMSELVES WITH THE WATER. BY THE NINTH CENTURY HOLY WATER WAS BLESSED AS A PART OF THE LITURGY

PRECEDING SUNDAY MASS. THIS WATER WAS DRAWN FROM A ‘STITULA’ OR BUCKET AND SPRINKLED OVER THE ALTAR,
THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH AND UPON THE CONGREGATION. THE REMAINING WATER WAS POURED INTO THE FONT.

 


