Finch & C°

YORUBA IJEBU CAST COPPER ALLOY OVAL DANCE ANKLET

AWEST AFRICAN YORUBA IJEBU CAST COPPER ALLOY OVAL DANCE ANKLET OR RITUAL ORNAVENT DECORATED WITH
EIGHT ABSTRACT HUMAN HEADS IN THE ‘I[JEBU ODE’ STYLE
ONCE HAVING NUMEROUS SMALL BELLS ATTACHED TO THE EDGE
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 20CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE, 2.5CMDEEP - 8 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE ABSTRACT RUDIMENTARY DECORATION OF FACES CONSISTING SOLELY OF TWO EYES, AFOREHEAD AND NOSE CAN
FREQUENTLY BE FOUND ON BRACELETS, RATTLES, AND RITUAL OBJECTS FROM THE IJEBU ODE REGION AND WAS
INFLUENCED BY THE ICONOGRAPHY OF BENIN.

ACCORDING TO TRADITION THE YORUBA REACHED IJEBU WHEN A GROUP OF MGRANTS LED BY OBANTALEFT IFE FOR
THE IJEBU REGION. HE IS REGARDED AS THE FOUNDER OF THE KINGDOMAND THE FIRST ‘AWUSALE’ OR KING. IJEBU
GREW INTO AMAJOR KINGDOMWITH MONARCHS RULING IN VARIOUS TOWNS AND CITIES, BUT THE AWUSALE IN THE
CAPITAL IJEBU WAS CONSIDERED THE MOST IMPORTANT. THE RELIGION OF THE REGION DEVELOPED ADISTINCT
CHARACTER OF ITS OWN OWING TO THE PRESENCE OF CERTAIN CULTS THAT ARE NOT FOUND ANYWHERE ELSE
AVIONGST THE YORUBA



