
FINE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TURQUOISE BLUE FAÍ̄ ENCE USHABTI
A FINE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TURQUOISE BLUE FAÍ̄ ENCE USHABTI WITH INSCRIPTION TO PILLAR ON REVERSE STATING:
PADI-NEITH SON OF HETEP-BASTET THE INTENDANT OF THE HORSES AND SCRIBE OF THE ROYAL STABLES OF KING

AHMOSE II 
SMALL CHIP UNDER BASE

WITH ‘L.A.B 3153 1882.27’ IN BLACK INK TO BASE
LATE PERIOD 26TH DYNASTY (664 - 525 BC)

SIZE: 14.5CM HIGH - 5¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

MUMMIFORM FUNERARY FIGURES ‘SHABTI’ DEVELOPED DURING THE MIDDLE KINGDOM OUT OF THE STATUETTES AND
MODELS PROVIDED IN THE TOMBS OF THE OLD KINGDOM. IN THE MIDDLE KINGDOM THERE WAS USUALLY JUST ONE

SHABTI PLACED INTO THE TOMB, BUT WHEN THE MANUFACTURE OF FAÍ̄ ENCE SHABTIS BECAME STANDARDISED MASS
PRODUCTION DURING THE LATE PERIOD LED TO LARGE NUMBERS BEING PLACED IN EACH TOMB. SETI I (1294 - 1279 BC)
IS SAID TO HAVE HAD OVER 700 WITH HIM WHEN THEY FOUND HIS TOMB. THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO SPARE THEIR OWNER
FROM MENIAL LABOUR IN THE AFTERLIFE WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED FOR THE DECEASED TO PRODUCE HIS OR HER
FOOD. SHABTI STOOD IN FOR BOTH THE DECEASED, IN WHOSE NAME THEY WOULD ANSWER THE CALL TO WORK, AND
THE SERVANTS OF THE DECEASED. IT IS UNKNOWN WHERE THE WORD ‘SHABTI’ CAME FROM, BUT BY THE LATE PERIOD

(747 - 332 BC) THE TERM ‘USHABTI’ MEANING ‘ANSWERER’ WAS IN GENERAL USE.

 


