
JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF A SKELETON
A JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE OF A SKELETON PLACED IN THE FOETAL POSITION READY FOR TRADITIONAL

BURIAL ‘MEMENTO MORI’
THE HIMOTOSHI PASSING THROUGH THE SPINE 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY EDO PERIOD (1601 - 1867)

SIZE: 6.5CM LONG - 2½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

HUMAN SKELETONS AND SKULLS HAVE MORE THAN ONE MEANING IN JAPANESE ART. BUDDHIST TEACHING, MUCH LIKE
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, WARNS THAT PHYSICAL BEAUTY DETERIORATES SO THAT AT THE END, ALL THAT IS LEFT OF US

IS A SKELETON. BOTH DOCTRINES DENOUNCE VANITY AND UPHOLD THE PURSUIT OF INNER SPIRITUAL GROWTH.
HOWEVER, THIS PARTICULAR SKELETON IS MORE THAN JUST A ‘VANITAS’ AS IT DISPLAYS THE EARLIER JAPANESE

TRADITION OF PLACING THE DECEASED IN THE FOETAL POSITION WITHIN THE COFFIN BEFORE BURIAL. UNTIL THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY MOST BODIES WERE BURIED AND CREMATION WAS LIMITED TO THE WEALTHY, BUT IN MODERN JAPAN

WITH LAND AT A PREMIUM, CREMATION IS REGARDED AS THE MOST ACCEPTABLE OPTION.

 


